Kambui School for the Deaf
January 5, 2021 all students returned to Kambui School for the Deaf, having
been absent since mid-March, 2020 due to the pandemic. Unlike Canada,
the students were not offered on-line classes, so all school learning was basically put on hold. Prior to reopening staff were able to renovate three classrooms that were not in use, to enable a redistribution of students to meet Covid
-19 social distancing regulations. They have also renovated, partitioned and
furnished another room to provide guidance and counselling rooms for the students to met with staff. Currently there are 270 children at Kambui, 127 boys
and 143 girls. This is a slight increase in enrolment from the start of 2020, and
expectations are that enrolment will continue to increase at Kambui for the remainder of 2021 and moving forward, as several other schools failed to reopen
after the long Covid closure and Kambui is now the only school in the vicinity
that focuses only on learners with hearing impairments. With this in mind the
facilities at Kambui will be really stretched, requiring additional beds, lockers
and desks. We are proud to announce that we are now providing school
support for two new elementary students --- Lucy and Samuel, in addition to
the two older boys we have been supporting with school fees for several
years. Both of these young students are in Grade 2, are bright and hard
working and love sports activities. With support, they have a bright future.
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Nairobi Children’s Home
Nairobi Children’s Rescue Home, located in Lower Kabete, just moments
from downtown Nairobi, houses children from 1 to 6 years of age. They currently have 39 children living in the home; 20 boys and 19 girls. Due to the overwhelming effects of Covid-19, many things have changed for them.
Costs of cleaning supplies have more than doubled. The home has been receiving more and more children with special needs. Unfortunately these children are not easily placed, and will therefore remain at the home for some
time. Staff remain committed to maintaining some semblance of structure,
keeping the children busy and the facility clean are top priorities. They have
recently started rearing rabbits as a way to keep the children engaged. At last
count, they were up to 6 bunnies in total.
Contact information:
Our Kenyan Kids
P.O. Box 164
Brockville, Ontario
K6V 5V2
Or by email at:
Our.kenyan.kids@gmail.com

Upcoming events:
Mothers Day Fundraiser—
runs from May 1—31: Donate $10 to gift a child in
Turkana a doll/dog. Tell
us the name you would
like on the toy and we
will deliver it on our next
trip.
Project Experience Trip
Presentation: To take
place via Zoom on Monday, June 28 at 6pm.
Registration link: Join
Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/84412527142

Amazing Grace
Amazing Grace, is a smaller home in Nakuru, currently operating at full capacity
with 25 children. They employ 6 staff, which includes a manager, recently hired,
who lives on site (in Margaret’s original family home), with her own family. Thanks
to the funds received from OK Kids in the past quarter, they have been able to
replenish their pantry each month, and we are also now providing assistance with
school fees for 5 secondary students. They have conveyed their sincere thanks for
all of our assistance, especially during this difficult time when the pandemic has
caused soaring food and seed prices and this has of course led to a significant
food shortage.
Looking ahead, they hope to continue working on their farming projects and self
sustainability.

St. John Ambulance
In the fall of 2020 we supported a new farming project for members of the
Itabua, Rwika and Kagumori Joy groups (formerly “the grandmothers/people
living with HIV/Aids”). Nelson was able to provide training to prepare the land,
provision of fertilizer and seeds, and an opportunity to grow crops to provide
food to feed each member’s family (37 families) plus extras to sell at the market.
We are happy to report that all recipients had a bumper crop of corn during
the first months of 2021, with enough produced to provide sufficient, safe and
nutritious food for their families plus some additional produce to sell at the market. Remember corn/maize flour is a staple in the Kenyan diet! Stage 2 of the
food security project is now underway, with a shorter growing season from
March to May. Crops of cowpeas, yellow beans and soya beans gave been
planted and we are looking forward to reports of another successful crop. We
are grateful to Nelson for his continued emotional support to members of each
group throughout the pandemic, as well as continuing to deliver selenium
to each member.

Gathaithi
Gathaithi Home for Oprhans & Vulnerable Children has
been one of Our Kenyan Kids projects for many years. The
Home feeds 74 orphans and vulnerable children and shelters 30; currently 17 are ill (either with HIV or jigger infested).
Each of the children are enrolled in school and have equal
access to education, medical attention (including any
medications they may need) and are protected from child
abuse, exploitation and negligence.
Thanks to a successful farming project, the three cows are
now producing 35L of milk per day, providing ample
amounts for the children and any excess is sold in the community. They also continue to grow vegetables, onions,
spinach, again, more than enough to supply their own
needs and still be able to generate a small income by selling the abundance.

R– Bumper crops
for the grandmothers this year will
help to sustain
them in the rough
months ahead
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Kawangware Tailoring School
After a difficult end to 2020, Kawangware Tailoring School has started to rebound very positively. As of March there were 25 students learning basic
sewing skills, how to make patterns for clothing, and how to cut fabric and
assemble garments. Students who graduate from the school are often employed in one of the many local tailoring shops, or may even open their own.
OK Kids continues to provide funds for rent and partial teacher’s salary, while
fees paid by each student are used to pay the remainder of the teacher’s
salary plus for electricity, soap, hand sanitizer and charcoal (for use in irons).
With so many students using the sewing machines additional funds have
been provided for maintenance and repair of the machines.
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On a positive note, Monicah’s daughter Helen has completed final exams
and is graduating from secondary school. OK Kids has provided financial
support for school fees for Helen in recent years, and we are proud of her
achievements. She is awaiting exam results and is hoping to attend university to study medicine.
Hope House Babies Home
With no adoptions allowed during 2020 due to the pandemic, Hope House began
2021 with a full house of 22 little ones, who had grown to be very busy toddlers! As
of April, the children ranged in age from 12 months to just over 3 years of age. OK
Kids has continued to provide support for the Stimulation Program for the toddlers,
to assist in the development of social and learning skills based on Montessori techniques and activities. The instructor works with the children each day, using crayons, paper, paint and paint brushes, alphabet blocks, a wading pool and toys in a
sand box. In April staff were granted permission to take the oldest toddlers for an
outing to the local park ---the first in 12 months. As you can imagine the children
had a wonderful time playing on the equipment and enjoying juice and biscuits.
For the first time in 12 months, Covid-19 restrictions have been relaxed somewhat
and Hope House has been granted permission to allow up to two volunteers at a
time to visit the home - another positive step forward. Last but not least, 7 families
have been approved for adoption and parents are having the opportunity to
begin to meet and bond with their new little family member. The first two toddlers
have now joined their new forever families. As the toddlers leave, Hope House will
begin to receive new babies, and the cycle continues. We always welcome new
Adopt-a-cot supporters.
Turkana
The newest project for Our Kenyan Kids, is the Turkana Project. Turkana is located in the far north of Kenya. It is almost 500 km north of Nairobi and the area
stretches over 68,000 square kilometers. Stepping foot in Turkana feels like stepping onto a National Geographic movie set. Absolutely nothing about it is familiar to that which we have all become accustomed.
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Continued from page 3—Turkana
In this area, there is much work to be done. Food, shelter, education, medicine -none are guaranteed. Thanks to Pastor Dan (known as Big Dan), and his faithful
team, the people in these villages are now receiving food (maize flour); the children have an opportunity for education and each week, Dan’s team works tirelessly to bring more – to many. Currently we are supporting 20 UJI (translated
means porridge) Groups. Dan’s team travels to the individual villages, providing
food, education, medicine and support. In January of 2020, when Our Kenyan
Kids made it’s first visit to three of these villages, we saw the imminent need first
hand. We brought food, soccer balls, toy dolls & dogs and clothes to distribute to
the children – all of whom had never received such toys before. In 2022 we hope
to visit 5 more villages and will once again bring donations of food and necessities, as well as toys for the children. A Facebook fundraiser @ourkenyankids is
happening for the month of May, to help us do just that. Over the course of the
next few years, we hope to visit each of the individual UJI projects, but must be
cognizant that some are in areas so remote, with no roadways, we simply may
not be able to get our team to them and may need to rely on Pastor Dan and his
amazing team.
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A note from the Chair,
It’s been 14 months since this pandemic began and life as we knew it, our normal – was completely shattered. For most of us it has meant having to work from home, extended periods of isolation, the cancellation of events, gatherings, even holiday dinners. For some, it has meant the temporary closing of a business, financial struggles, and battles with depression. All very difficult times for everyone.
Let’s for a moment, put ourselves in the shoes of someone in one of our supported programs. All the same
rules (some a wee bit stricter as you need to note that during lockdowns, Kenya enforces an 8pm curfew
as well), same challenges, same office closures, school closures, financial strain. However, please take
note. In Canada, we have easy access to clean drinking water, all the time. We have access to food,
and should our finances not allow us to rush out and buy something, our families, government and food
banks step in to help. Our government has offered CERB ($2,000/month) to anyone who has been put out
of work. Our friends in Kenya do not receive the same benefit. Their government has not stepped up to
help. In fact, there are some government run orphanages that have even stopped receiving regular
funding. Millions have gone without wages, without food, without crops, and without any government
assistance. Neighbours help as much as they can, but when you have nothing, you have nothing to give.
And don’t even get me started on the lack of clean water. We have access to PPE,
to top notch health care, to support groups (via zoom of course) and so much more.
Although this pandemic has taken away the privileges that we have become so very
much accustomed to, we still have it pretty good when you compare our situation to
theirs. No “one” of us can save the world, provide everyone with clean drinking water, a living wage, abundant crops, equal education (the list goes on and on), but
what we can do is help out just a little bit. It’s the children that pay the price in the
end, and most of them are too young to even understand what is happening. Every
one of you reading this newsletter helps out, because you want to help; you want to
know that during your time on this planet, you made an effort to make the life of at
least one person, just a little bit better. We thank you for that. Together we can do
this. One child at a time.

