Covid-19 in Kenya—There is quite literally nobody who would say that Covid-19 has not affected
them or their lifestyle in one way or another. Each of us has had to make changes, be it in our personal
or our professional life and each of us is dealing with those changes as we are best able. For our friends
in Kenya, Covid-19 was more of a “3rd” in the “bad things happen in 3’s” ol’ tale. As many of you may
know, December to February are typically hot and dry in Kenya, with wee bits of intermittent rain beginning in March and the heavy rains expected in April/May. This year however, the rains began in the fall
of 2019 and simply haven’t stopped. In early February there was a threat of locusts (much more than
usual) swarming the area; this too has now come to fruition. Kenya is experiencing the worst infestation
of locusts in over 70 years; completely devastating farming communities. Then, less than a month later,
their first case of Covid-19. Finding fresh water supplies (not only for consumption, but even enough to
maintain proper hand washing) takes great ingenuity and some very resourceful volunteers.

Due to the Covid-19 outbreak, Kenya has imposed
restrictions on facilities such as Hope House. There
are absolutely NO visitors allowed, and no students wishing to do their community service hours are permitted. As of March, a country wide curfew has been in place, directing citizens to be in their own
homes by 7pm and they are not permitted to leave before 5am, which means day staff must leave early
and night staff must arrive early. All in-kind donations have completely stopped. Even Kenyan donations
have come to a standstill. This has resulted in a delay in salaries as any funds coming into the home must
be shared with the daily needs such as food, formula, milk and other essential needs. No adoptions or
admissions may occur at this time, and there are currently 19 babies living at Hope House. Our Kenyan
Kids helps Hope House through the Adopt-a-cot program, and new donors are always welcome.

Kawangware—On our most recent visit to Kawangware, we learned there are currently 20 students
enrolled in the tailoring school. Some attend full days, some only half, depending on their time commitment and knowledge of tailoring when they began the program. More knowledgeable students are able
to complete the program in only a year, providing them with the tools required to open their own tailoring shops and produce income to support their families. At the time of our visit, the youngest student
was 15 years of age, and the eldest was 41. There are 13 fully functional Singer Sewing Machines in the
school and another 9 that will be, once they have been adequately repaired. Currently, the tailoring
school is closed and details about reopening are not yet confirmed, due to the pandemic.

Gathaithi OVC—The home currently provides care and shelter for 85 orphans and vulnerable children; 29
sheltered and 56 in the outreach program. For them. Covid-19 pandemic has been
nothing short of a nightmare. The school must remain closed from all visitors and well
wishers, therefore donations have also ceased. They are running short of food, particularly maize, beans, rice and cooking oil. They are also out of hand sanitizer. As crops
fail and food becomes scarce, prices rise. Staff continue to feed and care for the 29
children who live there but also, each Sunday, leave food outside the locked gates for pick up by students
and families in the outreach program. We have sent additional funds for food, but there is still a great need.

Amazing Grace Children’s Home -Margaret continues to set lofty goals to improve the overall functioning of Amazing Grace, with the recent installation of two biogas producers for cooking, a bore hole and pump
for water and soon hopefully solar panels to power the pump. Gardens were flourishing during our visit but
changing weather patterns have made planting and harvesting challenging this year. The priority during the
Covid-19 pandemic has been to buy as much food and as many supplies as possible, with limited funds, rising
costs of food and limited availability. They are attempting home schooling, with older students teaching the
younger ones, while trying to limit social interactions. There are no visitors allowed at the centre, so fewer
donations. The children have all learned proper hand washing, and are trying to remain happy and positive
BUT news that Covid-19 could cause death has left many of them quite frightened.

Nairobi Children’s Rescue Centre—Although the 2020 team was greeted with smiling faces, our experience at NCRC was not the sugar and lollipops we had hoped for. The home itself is in grave condition, in
need of cleaning, painting and repair from water damage, and the government is doing absolutely nothing
to assist with these repairs. As a result, only part of NCRC is in use, with children crowded into dormitories
and one classroom safe to use. Currently the home has 54 children (32 boys and 22 girls) and staff are doing
the best that they can to meet the basic needs of the children BUT even the need for an adequate number
of employees is not being met with government funds. We currently provide "volunteer allowances" for 8
workers and purchase Dettol for cleaning but seriously question the future of this institution.

Kambui School for the Deaf - Our team was impressed with the improvements at Kambui since our last
visit in 2018. Asbestos had been removed from the dormitories, and the buildings had new tin roofs. One of
the dorms had solar panels plus a water tank on the roof, providing hot water for showers for the first time
ever! The other dorms were scheduled for the same. There was a new biogas system in place, providing energy for 2 of the 5 stoves in the kitchen. The new Vocational Training Centre (sewing, knitting and weaving,
hairdressing, carpentry) is up and running. During our visit we were able to use a cash
donation to purchase a rug for the library, a much used room at the school. On March
19, 2020 Kambui was officially closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic, with no news of a
date for reopening at this time.

St. John Ambulance—This year, when the team arrived in Embu, we were overjoyed to see the new addition to the centre. Equal in size (at least in appearances) to the original centre, this addition provides them
with enough room to conduct good-sized first aid classes, board meetings and so much more. They also hope
to use this new space for a youth centre—a safe, contained place for young men and women to come, to
learn and to be free from harm, ridicule or judgements; a place to learn to help others and become contributing, responsible members of the community. Nelson took us to visit each of the three grandmothers
groups and all were also flourishing. We were beyond pleased. Crops were lush and plentiful; grandmothers
were glowing, healthy and happy. It was our best experience with this project since its inception. Livestock
were healthy, grandmothers were thriving, poultry project is a raging success and
the water tank project has proven its worth (only 4 to go). The water tanks deliver
an enormous pride for the owner, providing a source of clean water for bathing,
cooking and watering crops. Unfortunately though, due to Covid-19, the centre is
currently closed, except for emergencies. We hope that they may re-open soon.

UJI Program in Turkana— The Uji project is a new initiative for Our Kenyan Kids. The
2020 Travel Team visited Turkana in February 2020 and were completely overwhelmed
with the need in this area. The project was initiated by Pastor Dan (formerly on the OKKids
Advisory Board) and Dan has continued his work with Okkids through this new program,
delivering essential grains to the villages in the far north. The villages do not appear as we
would typically expect. Imagine off-roading 20-60 miles through a barren and deserted area, seeing only the occasional hay/grass hut or small herd of cattle crossing the roadway.
One of our travel team-mates actually compared their first few moments there as “stepping into a National
Geographic documentary” as it is so unlike anything we Canadians have ever seen, or could ever imagine.
The Uji Program (UJI in English meaning porridge) began with Pastor Dan bringing the word to a mere 4-5
children, under a tree in one of the northern villages of Kakuma (located in the Turkana District) on Sunday
mornings. The rumblings that this pastor from the south was bringing porridge every Sunday morning (for
some, it would be their only meal for days) would be just the news required for more children (and adults)
to begin to congregate. Pastor Dan (and his team of local ministers) are now up to 16 programs and literally
feed (through both food and gospel) hundreds of hungry children every single week. The team was able to
provide food, clothes and toys (something they honestly had never seen before) to the three villages that
we visited
during
our time
there.

A few special moments from the 2020 Travel Team

January 29/2020—February 14/2020

Pastor Doug, Founder of Our Kenyan Kids, celebrated his
80th birthday on May 10th. His heart, still in Kenya, he
chose to mark his special day with a FaceBook Fundraiser
(which remains open for donations until Monday May 25)
If you would like to wish Pastor Doug a Happy Birthday,
or make a donation, in his honour, please do so by emailing our.kenyan.kids@gmail.com or see mailing
information opposite.
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