FALL NEWSLETTER - NOVEMBER 2020
A message from the Board - The Covid-19 pandemic has taken a toll on the
world both physically and emotionally. Many countries and families continue to
struggle. In Canada many people have been able to work from home, and families
and businesses have been fortunate to receive some form of financial assistance
from both the provincial and federal governments. Unfortunately, this is not so in
Kenya. On more than one occasion in the past 8 months our partners have
reached out to us in their time of need, with urgent requests for financial support
for food, medical supplies and daily living expenses. With schools closed, we
have been able to honour those requests by redirecting our usual education costs,
and with the continued support of our donors we have provided the assistance
needed.
Although many of our regular fundraising events had to be cancelled for 2020 we
were able to hold three garage sales during the summer; thank you to our hosts
Karon Warren, Carolyn Matheson and Wall Street United Church (parking lot)
for providing the space for these sales to happen while following Covid safety
protocols. Rita has been able to sell her knitted dolls and dogs at The Village
Store in Athens, at the Restore in Brockville, and to individuals who reach out to
her to purchase them. Her dogs are currently wearing facemasks! Our Kenyan
Store is now available on-line and Stephanie will be advertising items for Christmas soon. Watch our Facebook page for details. We were also able to raise some
funds through a Tupperware fundraiser offered to us by Carol Bruck, in August,
and we are very grateful to local supporter June Guild for making and selling literally hundreds of facemasks and supporting us with the proceeds. During the
month of November, The Sweet Life Cafe in downtown Brockville is hosting a
fundraising activity on our behalf. Drop in and purchase a package of 6 of their
delicious cookies for $4, and $2 of those dollars will go to OK Kids.
We and our partners in Kenya appreciate your prayers, thoughts and support.
Please continue to stay safe, stay healthy, stay positive. God bless
Kawangware – When the pandemic began, Kawangware Tailoring School was
forced to close just like all other schools and businesses. Even as time passed and
some restrictions were lifted, the school was left struggling. At the end of May it
was decided that it was safe to reopen the school with the necessary precautions in
place. To date, however, only 8 students have returned. Monica’s own tailoring
shop is struggling as well. Without income from either the tailoring shop or the
tailoring school, the situation has become quite troublesome. They are hopeful that
more students will return to school in the days ahead, though realistically returning
students will not be in a position to pay the fees required and hence, the financial
difficulties of the school itself will remain.
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Hope House—Life remains largely unchanged, in terms of daily responsibilities,
at Hope House. However NO adoptions have been allowed since the pandemic began, and with the admission of 3 new babies in June (following negative tests for
Covid) staff at Hope House are now caring for 22 babies. No visitors or student
work placements are allowed, but recently the staff have been able to receive inkind donations (food, diapers, baby clothing, laundry soap) at the front gates once
again. In the past five months OK Kids has been able to provide financial support
to Hope House on 4 occasions (in addition to the regular support from Adopt-a-cot
supporters). Since no visitors or local in-kind donations were allowed from May to
July, OK Kids provided financial assistance to purchase regular milk, a special formula for a baby with a milk allergy, fruits, vegetables and other necessities. In
August we provided funds to purchase a new electric kettle and a microwave,
which are used many times each day when preparing food for the children. With
no adoptions taking place in the last 8 months, many babies have now reached the
toddler stage and we are pleased to report that OK Kids has provided support to
purchase supplies for a Stimulation Program to assist in the development of social
and learning skills based on Montessori techniques and activities. The instructor
works with the children each day, and has purchased crayons, paper, paint and
paint brushes, baby scissors, wall charts, alphabet blocks, an educational floor mat,
a wading pool and sand and sand toys to use with the children. We consider this
money an investment in the future of these children.
Gathaithi – Our Kenyan Kids supports this project a minimum of three times per
year, enabling them to buy food and medical supplies. In the past 7 months, we
provided additional support on 3 occasions. In a normal year, the school would
usually have enough stocked food for one month but in March when the gates were
locked, churches and organizations that usually offer food and financial support
were not able to support Gathaithi. We received an urgent request for assistance in
April for food and medical supplies (hand sanitizer, dispensers, masks, gloves,
therm-o-gun to take temperatures). Throughout the pandemic 29 children and 2
staff have remained locked in the compound. They have continued to provide food
for over 50 children in the Outreach program every Sunday by placing food outside the gates of the school for the guardians to pick up. They have continued to
grow kale, spinach and onions in the greenhouse and other vegetables in the small
gardens tended by the children. In August, we were able to provide additional support for medical supplies and enable the purchase of seeds to support planting of
crops for consumption and for income. The Kenyan government mandated that
school reopen on October 12. The children have their temperatures taken each day,
wear masks, continuously wash their hands and are diligent in maintaining all
Covid-19 precautions.

Nairobi Children’s Rescue
Centre—Currently they
have 42 children at NCRC
and are just beginning to resume taking in/releasing
children. The government
has frozen employment so
when someone retires they
are not currently being replaced, which has unfortunately been the case here
(with 3 workers gone) which
means that the centre must
rely on the 8 workers we
support at least for the time
being.

Kambui—All students at Kambui were sent home March 19, 2020 and the
school remained closed until just recently. On October 12 students finally began
to return to the school, a few at a time. The principal has reported that they have
room to maintain the social distance required by the Ministry of Health, but their
two greatest challenges are the provision of face masks and hand sanitizer. Parents are supposed to provide these BUT most students are arriving at the school,
without. At the OK Kids October board meeting it was decided that we would
provide some financial support for the purchase of hand sanitizer and masks.
Although some disposable masks could be purchased, it was suggested that fabric be purchased and reusable masks be created in the sewing centre at Kambui.
Masks with a transparent window in the front would be optimal for lip reading
and so the board suggested that they utilize their sewing centre and teach the
children to create masks– hence fulfilling a need and learning a skill at the same
time. This particular type of masks are more difficult to locate, and the making
of masks could possibly even provide a way to generate and income for the
school.
St. John Ambulance—Throughout most of the pandemic Nelson was home,
remotely checking on the members of the Itabua, Rwika and Kagumori Joy
groups. The groups were not meeting, as many members are immune compromised, and everyone was required to remain at home. In August Nelson returned
to work, with limited activities at the Centre, and he has been very busy on behalf of OK Kids. The final three water tanks (plus one home requiring piping
only) have been installed for members of the Rwika group. These tanks were all
paid for by individual sponsors or groups of sponsors through special fundraising efforts. Thank you to all who have provided access to clean water for these
families – you have changed lives! We have also supported a new farming project for members of the three groups, with training to prepare the land, provision
of fertilizer and seeds, and an opportunity to provide sustainable activities,
growing crops to provide food to feed a family plus extras to sell at the market.
The first crops were planted in September and we are looking forward to positive reports. During our February visit two groups expressed a need for smaller
water storage tanks (230 L) and with the farming project underway 20 tanks
were purchased for members of the Itabua and Kagumori Joy groups to ensure
water could be transported and crops could be properly cared for. We have also
been able to provide financial support to purchase furniture and computer equipment for the Youth Centre, the recent addition to the Doris Coons Resource
Centre. This will provide access to training for many in the Embu area, and enhance the life of youth there. With so many regular activities that we support
being restricted due to Covid, and with the financial support of our many donors
we feel fortunate to have been able to direct these funds to the projects facilitated by Nelson.

Turkana –It has not been an easy time for the villages in the Turkana District. Food and water are scarce at the best of times, but during Covid-19, it
has been completely devastating. Even Pastor Dan and his small team of
ministers were unable to visit, unable to deliver grains, or even to make uji.
The people were at the mercy of the land– which as you know, is barren.
As the months went by, some of the restrictions began to lift and Pastor
Dan was able to get the hand washing stations that he was distributing, sent
up to the people in Turkana. A wee bit more time, and then the local ministers were able to visit, and then in the most recent months, Pastor Dan
himself has been allowed to return. This however is not without restrictions. It is still forbidden for outsiders to cook or feed the children in
the uji program. He is however, allowed to deliver the grains and enable
the families to cook for themselves. Our Kenyan Kids was able to provide
support for Pastor Dan to purchase water backpacks to enable hand washing
PLUS food (maize flour) distributed to people in the villages.
Amazing Grace—The children at Amazing Grace Children’s home have
faced very difficult times as well. On top of dealing with the distress of
Covid-19, they have recently lost their matriarch. Margaret’s mother, Ann
passed away just over one month ago from blood pressure related issues.
Ann has been a part of their lives (like a grandmother) since each of them
first came to Amazing Grace. This, on top of the pandemic struggles,
have made for extremely difficult times. Our Kenyan Kids has provided
extra support on two occasions (May and July) , primarily to replenish
food supplies and to help with basic needs. During the pandemic, food
prices have skyrocketed, making the purchase of necessities very stressful
and there have been some difficult decisions to be made. OK Kids provided additional funds to buy maize, cereals, chapatti flour, beans, cooking
oil, soap plus 5 mattresses and bedding (a need noted during our visit in
February). With our help, they are getting by, but the challenges remain.

For more information, or to make a
donation, please contact
Our Kenyan Kids at:
P.O. Box 164,
Brockville, Ontario K6V 5V2

