Fall Newsletter—November 2021
The Betty Carroll Memorial Bursary
Brockville resident and teacher, Miss Betty Carroll passed away in January, 2018 at the age
of 101 years. A long time supporter of Our Kenyan Kids, Miss Carroll honoured the charity
with an endowment from her estate, enabling the creation of The Betty Carroll Memorial
Bursary. This bursary, to be awarded yearly, ensures Miss Carroll continues to touch lives
of deserving young students in Kenya. Students attending college/university in Kenya,
who have a history of support from Our Kenyan Kids, are eligible to submit an application
for a bursary ($500 CDN each). The first recipient, Hellen Otieno Achieng, has entered
Year 1 of the School of Nursing Program at Meru University of Science and Technology.
OK Kids assisted Hellen during secondary school and are proud of her success and plans
for a career in nursing.
Kambui School for the Deaf
Life is very busy at Kambui. The current enrolment is 306, up from 270 in the spring.
Some special needs schools did not survive closure during the pandemic, and with the
demand for admission to Kambui rising, there is not enough space/beds to accommodate all applicants. Several additional hand washing stations have been installed for
students on the grounds, following Covid-19 safety protocols, to meet the needs of the
increasing population. Coca Cola Company has donated a water tank for use at the
school. The school has been selected for a pilot project - School Led Community Gardens for Sustainable Development – with guidance from a team from Israel. Gardens
have been prepared, with crops planted in October. Crops will be consumed and/or
sold to benefit the students. The broken and outdated playground equipment has
been removed, and the playground is being levelled to create a sports field for use by
Kambui students and those from neighbouring schools. OK Kids has continued to support students Lucy, Samuel and Antony, plus pay school fees for Geoffery, who has
moved to Kambui Secondary School.

Message from the Chair,
It is with great sadness that I must advise our supporters that due to the current low vaccination status in Kenya, the OKKids Travel Team has postponed the January 2022 Trip.
Covid-19 has been a stressful time for all, and yet there is no way that most of us could
even imagine the hunger, fear and devastation that our friends and partners in Kenya
have been dealing with. A job loss in Kenya is not compensated with CERB; unpaid rent or
utility bills are not government protected; families are starving and children are being
abandoned. We will continue to share photos and stories on our Facebook page and ask
for your prayers and donations to help when you are able. We will continue to work closely with each of them, helping as much as we possibly can and waiting patiently until we
may gather together again.

Jan

Meaningful Christmas
Gifts
Looking for a unique gift?
Consider making a donation to Our Kenyan Kids!
A special card will be sent
to your friend or family
member, announcing your
donation in their
honour.

The Retired Teachers of Ontario District 48 (Leeds and Grenville)
supports OK Kids
RTO/ERO is a voluntary organization of over 80,000 retired teachers
and others who worked in the education field. It provides its members
with comprehensive health and travel insurance plans, a travel program, and acts as an advocate for retirees, seniors and the education
community. Each year District 48 (Leeds and Grenville) welcomes applications from local organizations wishing to receive a Project Service
to Others grant. Our Kenyan Kids is honoured to be the recipient of
$250 from District 48, to be directed to the Stimulation Program for
toddlers at Hope House Babies Home. This money will be used to purchase program supplies such as paint, crayons, paper, scrap books and
a water play table and toys, plus personal health and hygiene items
needed for the toddlers.
Hope House Babies Home
Since our last newsletter in May, 8 toddlers have been adopted from
Hope House, joining their new “forever families.” They are now admitting babies (2 baby boys in August) and the total number of children
receiving care is 17. The Educational Stimulation Program, based on
Montessori techniques and activities, has 11 participants, ranging from
18 months to 3 years. The program (supported by OK Kids) has been very
successful. Children have reached several milestones, becoming more
independent in dressing themselves, brushing their teeth, toileting and
tidying up. They have improved in communication, beginning to express
themselves in English as well as Swahili. They identify different colours
and foods, and fine motor skills are developing using paint, crayons and
blocks. The Government has relaxed some Covid restrictions, and volunteers/ visitors are allowed in small numbers. In September The Four
Points Airport Hotel unexpectedly reached out to Hope House offering
goods valued at 150,000 ksh (over $1600 Cdn), including non-perishable
groceries, diapers, laundry items. What a wonderful gift, as funds normally used for these items could be used for bills -- medical bills, electricity, water services, salaries and rent. Finances are a constant juggling act
at Hope House and other children’s homes as they do not receive government assistance!
Contact information for Our Kenyan Kids:
Email: our.kenyan.kids@gmail.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
ourkenyankids/

Regular mail to: Our Kenyan Kids,
P.O. Box 164,
Brockville, Ontario
K6V5V2

Stimulation Program at Hope House

Nairobi Children’s Rescue Centre
The Nairobi Children’s Rescue Centre is currently caring for 39 children; 19 boys
and 20 girls with the youngest being 1-1/2 months old. At present, one of the children in their care is in need of heart surgery but unfortunately remains on a waiting
list due to processing delays by the Kenyan government. Due to the adverse effects
of Covid-19, the home and its staff are struggling with the rising cost of fuel that in
turn has caused an overwhelming increase in the cost of living, which many workers were already struggling with. The home continues to work diligently to try to
return the children in their care, back into the community, with close family relatives whenever possible, through a delicate tracing practice.
St. John Ambulance and the Grandmothers

Members of the Itabua, Rwika and Kagumori Joy groups continue to receive selenium and meet with Nelson once per month. Although Stage 2 of the food security
project (vegetable crops) was not as successful as hoped due to a lack of rain, ALL
members received enough harvest to feed their own families. The pandemic has
restricted the ability of members to take items to open markets to sell, and with
the closing of many businesses some family members have lost their jobs or had
other family members move back home for assistance. Despite these challenges,
members have continued to work hard to prepare the land, and at the end of September, Stage 3 (maize planting) was completed with extra seeds and fertilizer
(funded by OK Kids). The groups are learning to manage crops to maximize production, and how to harvest and store their maize for personal use and to sell for income. Everyone is hoping for a record harvest in the first months of 2022.
Gathaithi Home for Orphans and Vulnerable Children
The centre continues to care and support orphans and vulnerable children, with 31
in residential care and 56 in the outreach program. At present, 54 attend the Gathaithi Primary School (where the centre itself is located), 23 are in secondary
school, and 10 are in college or university. All children receive support with food,
clothing, education fees and supplies and health care, plus shelter for those in residential care. OK Kids pays school fees for 4 secondary school students, plus some
assistance for one university student. Bananas, maize, beans and vegetables are
grown on site, plus there are 4 dairy cows and 18 hens for egg production. Nothing
is wasted, and all of these farm products are consumed on site, with any surplus
sold to raise income. Recently, staff have been able to resume medical care and
treatment of jiggers for four local families, and OK Kids has provided funds for
medical supplies, plus a large transfer of funds for food supplies at the home three
times per year. Staff are hoping to resume fund raising activities in the community
in the months ahead.
(photos below)
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Turkana
There are now 20 Uji feeding program centres in Turkana; 4 of them also offer learning
centres where children come to learn the basic life skills as well as primary reading
skills. There is an extreme lack of education in this area. Young girls are married off at
the age of 10. Dan and his team are attempting to provide opportunities for children
(and adults) to develop basic literacy and math skills, and encourage parents to see value in education. On one of pastor Dan’s more recent visits to Uji Program centre #20,
79 boys and 88 girls (a total of 167 children) came to greet him, to accept food, to learn
and to share in Sunday School. Pastor Dan has also been teaching the children and their
families basic hand washing as well as vegetable growing to help them improve diet and
health. Currently, the most critical challenge threatening people in Turkana is the
drought, and in turn, hunger. The situation continues to worsen with each passing day.
Kawangware
The Kawangware Tailoring school currently has 12 students who train 1/2 days and 19
who study full days; many of which have no tailoring experience at all. With so many
not knowing the basics of how to use the equipment, there has been a necessity for
more regular maintenance and repair. They have also recently hired a new teacher
which ensures more effective learning. They have recently purchased new iron boxes
and charcoal for ironing and have been purchasing water (and jerrycans to ensure they
have plenty of water on hand). Unfortunately with little to no lighting in the hall, they
have faced higher electricity bills of late as well. They have installed curtains to help
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lar maintenance.
Amazing Grace
Dedicated to improving the lives of children who have been left behind, Amazing Grace
Children’s Home is a warm, welcoming and nurturing family type facility, that makes
children feel like they are a part of a family again. A Christian home, they aim to improve the lives of all the children who reside there, which is almost always at their maximum of 25 children. Margret has worked tirelessly over the years to ensure that the
children receive the best care possible. Children are provided with the resources they
need, to grow up into healthy, happy contributing members of society. In recent
months, she (and her dedicated staff) have worked towards teaching the children to be
self sustainable, earn an income and prepare to provide for their families. In a recent
Zoom meeting with the OK Kids Board, Margret shared an important guiding principle,
one she tries to model for the children when growing and harvesting crops. After a harvest, regardless of how large or small the harvest has been, the produce is divided into
thirds ---- one third to be consumed by residents of Amazing Grace, one third to be sold
to raise money needed to purchase necessary items that could not be grown at the
home, and one third to be shared and distributed to 10 needy families in the nearby
village. Even during tough times, the children are learning to do without a little as there
are others nearby who are also in great need. Sharing really is caring!

