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In this issue….
Updates on each of the projects
New Pilot Project Proposal by St. John
Ambulance
A Wrap up of the 2018 Project Experience
Trip…. ….And so much more.

Your 2018 Project Experience Trip team, as they leave for the balloon safari.

HOPE.HOUSE
Hope House Babies Home is the one project of Our Kenyan Kids where the
children do NOT rush over to greet us as we arrive! The majority of children at
this home are tiny babies – quite often brought to the home directly from the
hospital. Older children (up to age 3) may live here, in fact there are more older
children than infants at present time, and yet they are more reserved, more
timid, and it takes them a wee bit more time to warm up to us “muzungus”.
The number of children at Hope House has fluctuated from 20- 25 children for
the past few months. In 2017, they received 9 new babies, but adopted out only
6. For the past year they have experienced some delays with formal licensing,
due to changes in government boards which oversee this process but during our
visit we were very happy to learn that those issues are behind them. They have
received their official license as a registered home for babies and they are back
to adopting out and integrating in, new children. Each month the decision is that
monies are used for babies first and salaries last, and the biggest struggles
continue to be never having enough diapers (imagine how many diapers one
can go through when there are 25 children wearing them!) and wages for
workers. Our Kenyan Kids encourages interested donors to continue to support
the Adopt-a-Cot program and receive quarterly photos and updates on the
children they are supporting through this program.

Above: Rosaline Knobbs of Hope House.
Below: Just one very happy HH baby!

Nairobi Children’s Rescue Centre - NCRC has seen many changes over
the past 5 years, the most noticeable being the decline in number of children from close to 100 to their current 23. The children who live here range in age
from 7 months to 6 years and typically only stay at NCRC for 6 months before
either their families have been located and are suitable for the child to be
returned to, or the child is taken to another home for a more permanent
placement. The home employs two teachers who help to educate the children.
The most important job at NCRC is to ensure the children receive the most basic
human needs, i.e. Food, shelter, medication, skin and health care and, if
possible, a sense of belonging and feeling loved. Our Kenyan Kids pays the
salaries for 8 volunteers at the home, and has for many years.

Contact information
our.kenyan.kids@gmail.com
P.O. Box 164
Brockville
Ontario K6V 5V2

AMAZING.GRACE
Amazing Grace is a unique project for Our Kenyan Kids. With an average of 2025 children, numbers that rarely fluctuate, and a more family-type home
environment, this home stands apart from the others. The children have faced
many obstacles; they are orphaned, vulnerable and have experienced some
horrific life moments BUT these children have been welcomed into a more
“home” style environment, rather than an “institutional” one. These children
will grow up with different memories than the children in our other programs
perhaps because Amazing Grace Children’s Home is more of a “family based”
home. Each day is spent with the same group of children (like brothers and
sisters), the same confident and inspiring role models (Margaret and her mother
Anne) and one other positive role model – their extraordinary cook. Margaret is
what our Canadian Board calls a “Go-Getter”. She doesn’t just wait for things to
be handed to her; instead, she seeks opportunities to “make things happen.”
There are struggles and hardships, the same as at each of our other projects,
and yet, we know Margaret will always find a way to make things happen.
Currently, their biggest challenge is the installation of a new well. In 2017
Margaret was successful in getting the bore hole drilled, but now must raise
funds (or find a donor/ multiple donors) to install a pump (at a cost of $12,000
Canadian dollars). Water is a common concern at every one of our projects.
Margaret has made remarkable progress at Amazing Grace – but now she needs
our help. Getting this pump would mean there is enough water for daily use by
the children, water for the crops (food) and water to bottle and sell to the
neighbouring community (an income). They NEED our help with this next step.

Above: The Amazing Grace Family. Below:
Margaret stands on the recently completed
bore hole.

THIKA.RESCUE.CENTRE.and.MACHAKOS.SCHOOL
OK Kids currently supports four special needs boys who attend school in
Machakos and live (when not in school) at Thika Rescue Centre. While in
school, the boys learn basic trade skills such as masonry and plumbing and
finishes such as plastering and painting, but could also learn computer skills or
health and beauty skills if they so desired. They attend school for three months
at a time, and then return to their home at Thika Rescue Centre for a month;
this cycle continues throughout the year. When the children are at home, during
their month long break, they learn about gardening, weeding, kitchen work such
as washing utensils and floors, how to launder clothes, and they also learn
personal hygiene. They learn farming skills such as caring for livestock, feeding
and watering chickens and milking goats. The management is hoping to partner
with Red Leather, to teach the children shoe-making, how to make key holders,
belts and wallets and create more opportunities for the boys to some day earn a
living.

Three of the four boys, at Machakos School
that are sponsored by Our Kenyan Kids

KAMBUI SCHOOL FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED
Kambui School for the Hearing Impaired has made some significant changes and
achieved some outstanding accomplishments this past year. They recently
received trophies for Best Primary School in the District, another for Academic
Achievements and a third for Best Signing! Congratulations to our friends at
Kambui. We are very proud!
The students continue to enjoy the new mattresses, purchased in 2017 with
funds from The Retired Teachers of Ontario, and are very proud of the new

Above: Four of the seven students
sponsored by Our Kenyan Kids

Continued from page 2….
library created at the school using these funds as well. The school is currently
working toward making some changes in the children’s storage areas,
repairing what they can and replacing what they must. Their next goal is to
install a handicap washroom! They would like to be able to accompany that
with new tiles to replace their current broken flooring. They are currently
working to open a “Hair and Beauty” training classroom. This will allow the
students to learn a trade, other than the sewing, knitting and carpentry that
they already offer – providing the students just one more option to become
self sufficient, wage earning adults.

Gathaithi School for Orphaned & Vulnerable Children
Gathaithi School for Orphaned and Vulnerable Children has seen its share of
setbacks and yet, they continuously bounce back. Their faith is strong and
their commitment to the children is truly inspiring. The teachers and staff
work hard to ensure that the children are given every possible opportunity to
not only learn, but to feel a sense of pride, a sense of “I can do this, no matter
what.” When we visited the school in January, we asked what the biggest
challenges were and they responded immediately with “high school fees.”
Gathaithi is proactive, seeking sponsorship and assistance not only from Our
Kenyan Kids, but also from local churches, self help groups, and also through
bursary applications. Their most successful efforts come from their own
fundraising efforts which include an annual 25km walk (which raised $3,009
CDN in 2017) and a Friends Day, (which raised $3,610 CDN in 2017). They
were recently nominated as the “Best Children’s Home in the country”! Their
newest endeavor is opening a tailoring shop where they will be able to
produce school uniforms for neighboring schools, and continuing to focus on
the well project.

Above : Part of the new library thanks to
the RTO.

Above: Children in class 2 greet Jan from
the Okkids team during the 2018 visit.
Below: gardens the children attend to.

ST. JOHN AMBULANCE
Our Kenyan Kids began our partnership with St. John Ambulance in 2005, and
together we have had a positive impact on their community over the years.
Nelson would now like to implement a new program, called the PMTC
program – the Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission. Currently 75% of
the population in Kenya is made up of those under the age of 35 due to the
HIV/AIDS crisis of the 1970’s. Nelson and his team have been working
diligently to ensure that everyone they come in contact with are educated on
the HIV crisis, prevention methods, acceptance of one’s diagnosis and ways to
deal with one’s diagnosis and actually thrive. Currently, there are over two
million people living in Kenya with HIV. The PMTC program would focus on
education, teaching women who are pregnant about the medications they
need to take in order to not transmit the disease to their unborn child. He is
asking all who are able, to provide him with support to implement this
program.

-

3 -

Above – PET team with Winnie & Nelson.

THE GRANDMOTHERS

.

There are 3 groups of “grandmothers” that Our Kenyan Kids supports. The first
group – Victory Kagumouri, has 15 adult members and includes 5 children, all
of whom are actively taking selenium. One of the items on their “wish list” this
year was for a trainer to come in and teach them bead work so they could
create items to sell at market. The team was able to grant this wish and a
trainer should be available to them shortly. They were also in need of goats
and thanks to a donation (within 24 hours – after the blog posting), that wish
will also come to fruition. The second group of grandmothers are known as the
Rwika Group. This group consists of 11 women and 1 man. We are thrilled to
announce that there are NO HIV positive children in this group! When the team
visited, we realized that their gravest needs were due to food and water
shortages. We have vowed to provide them each with their own water tank – a
very expensive endeavour that will take 3 years to complete. At time of
publishing we have collected enough donations for the first two tanks! The
third group of grandmothers is known as the Itabua group. This group is the
one to which Mother Margaret belongs. For many of you, Mother Margaret is a
household name. You have followed her journey for many, many years. You
have seen her entire life turn around thanks to the provision of selenium. This
group has seen many positive changes over the past year and as we shared our
stories and listened to their struggles we came to understand that the greatest
gift for them at present time would be for goats, chickens, shelters for both
and funds for their children to receive an education. All of these are goals that
we are working diligently to make happen, to make their lives just a wee bit
easier.

Top Right: Grandmothers from the
Itabua group pose with some of the
souvenirs given to them from the
Canadian team.2nd photo::
Grandmothers from the Rwika group
share smiles and stories.

A huge

THANK YOU to Paul Willis & Cypress
Ingredients for all their hard work and
generous donations.

.
Kawangware.Community.Tailoring.School
The number of students attending Kawangware Community Tailoring School
has increased this year which is always a good sign. There had been some
troubling times in the area due to the recent political unrest but we were very
happy to see a full classroom when the team arrived this year. The young
women are positive and upbeat, eager to learn and determined to make
better lives for themselves. One of the greater needs at the Kawangware
Community Tailoring School is for reliable electricity. The back of the room is
nearly always in a state of darkness. Many of the Singer treadle sewing
machines are in grave need of repair or replacement. Despite their
challenges, these students persevere and are making a difference, in their
own lives and in that of their families.

If you are receiving this
newsletter by Canada Post
and would prefer to receive
by email, please contact us
at: our.kenyan.kids@gmail.com
Or text/call 613-803-0259
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