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Project Experience Trip

This new name has been selected for what previously had been known 
as the “Mission Exposure Trip”.  The trips give people an opportunity to 
travel to Kenya and actually see the good that Our Kenyan Kids is doing 

for Kenyan children and young adults and to appreciate the need. It is also an 
chance to view Kenya’s rich wild life in its natural environment.  Although the 
name has changed, the format of the trips remains unchanged, and is described 
on our web site at www.ourkenyankids.com/experiences.html. The following is 
an explanation as to why we felt this name change is necessary.

One of the problems with the old name stems from the word “Mission”. We 
have had people ask us whether they are going to Kenya as “missionaries”. The 
answer to this question, of course, is a resounding “NO!” The word was used as 
the trip allows people to see first hand how the Charity is living up to its Mission 
Statement (reprinted below). Indeed, it is the stated policy of Our Kenyan Kids 
that it totally respects religious diversity. And it can be pointed out that nearly 
all commercial companies have their “mission statements” so the term really 
has no religious connotations.

Another reason for the possible confusion surrounding the word “Mission” is 
our close association with Wall Street United Church. Such an association is only 
natural since Doug Warren was a minister at the church when he founded Our 
Kenyan Kids, and we continue to be appreciative of the support we receive from 
the church. There is, however, no legal connection between the two entities. 
The control of Our Kenyan Kids rests solely with its Board of Directors.

Also, the question has been asked, “Who can go on the Project Experience 
Trips?” The answer is simple: anyone who so desires. You don’t have to be a 
member of Wall Street United Church - or any church - and you don’t need to 
be an existing donor to, or a current supporter of the Charity. Note, however, 
that you may be asked at any time during a trip to make a donation towards 
a specific need, usually of an urgent nature, identified during the trip, but 
participation is entirely voluntary. An example of this was during an early visit 
to Gathaithi when their food reserves were dangerously low - to the point that 
their operations were in jeapardy.

Our Next Trip
We are currently considering running the next (first?) Project Experience Trip, 
most likely leaving for Kenya in mid-January 2015. If you wish to participate, we 
need to know of your serious interest by 15 October 2014 for us to make the 
necessary arrangements.

Our Mission Statement
Our Kenyan Kids supports children and youth affected by poverty, HIV and 
AIDS in Kenya by providing education, training, humanitarian aid and nurturing 
relationships, one child at a time.

News and Events
Our Kenyan Kids Open Meetings 
The number of Open Meetings in the 
coming year is being reduced. It is 
currently planned to hold four such 
meetings - plus the Annual General 
Meeting - with one of the open 
meetings possibly being an out-
of-town affair. More details will be 
included in the next OKK Newsletter.

Our Kenyan Kids 
thanks 

Wall Street United Church  
for making its facilities freely available 

to Our Kenyan Kids for 
meetings and events.

A photograph of the Kawangware 
Tailoring Project students taken during 
the Mission Exposure trip of December 

2008/January 2009
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The Giant Indoor Garage Sale
Another very successful Indoor Garage Sale was held 
on 6 and 7 June 2014. This year, the event raised a 
grand total of $6,170.

Our thanks go out to Linda James who organized the 
event, and to her merry band of helpers, who worked 
most of the weeks to ready the goods for sale. Thanks 
are also due to Wall Street United Church for the use 
of their gymnasium for the sale and storage space as 
items accumulated throughout the past year,  free of 
charge. The calm before the storm

Linda gives her pre-sale pep talk

Linda James a.k.a. The Mad Hatter

And where would we be without these people, the 
paying customers 

The call to “Action Stations”

Rita VanSpriel was there with her dolls

Hogie and Eileen at the cash desk

Photo Gallery
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Are you reading a second hand copy of this Newsletter? You can receive your 
very own copy by sending your e-mail address to info@ourkenyankids.com.

OUR THANKS GO TO . . . . . 
. . . the following companies and 
individuals who contributed to the 
success of the 10th Anniversary 
celebration.

Sears Canada, who provided mannequins for 
the display of Kenyan clothing by our OKK 
Store.

Fabricland for providing fabric for a table 
runner.

Dave Cybulski and Colleen O’Connell 
(Maitland Garden of Hope) for providing an 
African appetiser and salad.

Entertainment provided by Deborah 
Dunleavy, story teller.

Abe and the Praise Team from Wall Street 
United Church.

Josphat, our man in Kenya, for the the video 
of Kenyan activities.

New Canadian Anti-SPAM Legislation

New laws have come into effect in Canada in 
an attempt to curb the incidence of unsolicited 
e-mail messages. As a charity, Our Kenyan Kids 
is not subject to these laws, which apply only to 
commercial (for profit) organizations.

You can, however, stop receiving the OKK 
Newsletter at any time by e-mailing your 
request to info@ourkenyankids.com.

Our Kenyan Kids  10th Anniversary celebration

On June 21, Roebuck Hall was the scene of an exciting  
celebration of 10 years since the first beginnings of  Our 

Kenyan Kids. The occasion was  celebrated in many ways. 

We started with a wonderful meal.  The first course was a 
typical African salad and chappati bread prepared by Dave 
Cybulski and Colleen O’Connell. This was followed by a dinner 
prepared by people from the Roebuck United Church, with a 
delicious cake by June Guild. Another big part of the evening 
was the silent auction with almost 100 hundred items to 
bid on. Special thanks to many local businesses, artists and 
other individuals for their donations. Also thanks to those 
of you who bought these items. I’m sure you each have new 
treasures.

The evening was also celebrated with wonderful 
entertainment. Deborah Dunleavy thrilled us with her African 
stories, which also had beautiful messages. Abe TeGrotenhuis 
and the Wall Street United Church Praise Team provided us 
with beautiful musical selections, chosen specifically to fit in 
with our celebration.

A video prepared by Josphat in Kenya gave an opportunity 
for the groups that we support to express their appreciation 
to all of the supporters of Our Kenyan Kids. Through this 
video, we had a chance to visit the St. John Ambulance 
headquarters in Embu, the Amazing 
Grace Children’s Home near Nakuru, 
and Gathaithi Orphans and Vulnerable 
Children’s Centre.

 Founder Doug Warren spoke about 
the early beginnings of this group, 
recalling his first visit to the Nairobi 
Children’s Rescue Centre where he 
saw such great  need. In his pocket 
was a donation from Irene Thomae, 
which she instructed him to use 
where he saw a purpose. Thus, the 
first donation was made in what was 
to become the great organization that Our Kenyan Kids is 
today, 10 years later.

Thank you Irene, and thank you Doug for your inspiration, to 
take this vision and make it a reality.

Here’s to many more years of helping young Kenyans, one 
child at a time.

Carolyn Matheson

Irene Thomae - Donor No. 1

mailto:info%40ourkenyankids.com?subject=Query%20from%20January%202014%20Newsletter

