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W  ith the demise of the penny as a circulating coin, we need to review our 
strategy for donating our small change to Our Kenyan Kids. Here are some 
thoughts on this issue which has typically provided some $500 to $800 

annually.

Let me start by describing my own personal regimen. When clearing out my pocket 
change, all dimes and nickles, as well as quarters in excess of 4, are allocated to the 
penny jar. I won’t say how often I do this. You have to determine what will fit into your 
budget. Maybe you do this every Sunday morning or the first of the month. Additionally, 
if I find that I have more than three $5 bills in my wallet, the excess is  also popped into 
my home penny jar, about which more follows.

Now you might say that this rather detailed plan is an indication of Compulsive 
Obsession Disorder, but the 
truth is quite the opposite. 
My tendency has always 
been to offer up a larger than 
necessary bank note, resulting 
in too many $5 bills (can you 
really have too many?) and 
tons of change tugging on my 
pants belt. In fact, you could 
say that this new regimen 
concentrates my thoughts 
on MINIMIZING how much I 
put into the penny jar. It all 
becomes one big game. And 
the outcome of that game is that Our Kenyan Kids has more money for its projects. We 
must always remember that while the amounts a plan like this raises is individually quite 
small, in total it can go a long, long way in Kenya for someone who is bringing in $20 or 
less per week.

Let’s turn our thoughts to the personal penny jar. Some of you attend Wall Street 
United Church on a regular basis, so access to the large penny jar is not a problem. 
For the rest of you, and that includes myself, why don’t we borrow a concept from 
Information Technology and create a new term - the Distributed Penny Jar (DPJ). Just as 
there are still Windows 95 computers out there on information networks, any old bottle 
or dish will do. I do think, however, that something better does tend to concentrate 
the mind on this project. My own DPJ is pictured above - not quite a Windows 8, 64 bit 
multiprocessor, but perfectly adequate.

How do you get your DPJ savings into the Big Penny Jar? If you live or work in the 
Brockville area, you can drop it off at the Wall Street United Church office. If your normal 
schedule doesn’t take you into Brockville, on a periodic basis you can take the change 
to a bank and exchange it for paper money. You can then mail it to us at the address at 
the end of this newsletter. And while we may object to the outrageous cost of mail in 
Canada, we will certainly not object to your dipping into the DPJ funds for the postage. 
As an added benefit (incentive?), if you are submitting more than $10, you will receive a 
tax receipt.

So let’s get with it, Canada! Those poor kids in Kenya will thank you for it.

 Frank Howard
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Our Kenyan Kids Open Meeting 
28 October 2013   Open House at Wall 
Street United Church. Each of our 
major projects will be on display with 
someone available for questions.

Our Kenyan Kids Open Meeting 
25 November 2013   At Wall Street 
United Church. The focus of this 
meeting will be on the role of 
grandmothers in present-day Kenya.

Yuletide Fare (Wall St. United 
Church event) 
29-30 November 2013  Our Kenyan 
Kids will again have a table at this 
event, as well as participating in the 
Meaningful Gifts table.

Maitland Garden of Hope 
The final total of donations received is 
$4,381. At the request of the Maitland 
Garden of Hope, these funds will be 
allocated to an income-generating 
project at the Gathaithi Orphans’ and 
Vulnerable Children’s Centre.

Our Kenyan Kids 
thanks 

Wall Street United Church  
for making its facilities freely 

available to Our Kenyan Kids for 
meetings and events .



Our Monthly Give-Away

In the May 2013 Newsletter, the give-away was a template 
for creating notelets. This month, we provide a template 

for crafting Christmas cards using the same procedure. The 
picture on the front page is from a watercolour painting 
of the Brockville City Hall’s clocktower, suitably altered 
(electronically - the original is hanging in my dining room) to 
reflect the holiday season.

Click Here to download the template and instructions. You 
have a couple of options for making this card. The template 
has two versions of the greeting on the front page, as well 
as two versions of the message inside the card.

As a special offer, I will customize the inner pages 
(let’s call them page 2 and 3) for the first ten people to 
contact me by email at frank@thehowards.ca. You can add 
a personal message to page 2 which is blank in the template 
and/or change the greeting on page 3.

And now, here comes the commercial message. Cards of all 
sorts have become quite expensive over the years. Making 
your own will save you at least $3 or $4 per card. Why 
not make some poor Kenyan child’s Christmas a bit more 
exciting by donating a portion of your saving to Our Kenyan 
Kids? This year, we have plans to throw a Christmas party 
for the kids at the Nairobi Children Rescue Centre - including 
the rental of a “bouncy castle”.
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Are you reading a second hand copy of this Newsletter? You can receive your 
very own copy by sending your e-mail address to info@ourkenyankids.com.

A Letter from Kenya
The following letter was received 

 from one of the secondary school pupils, at Utumishi 
Academy, that we sponsor through the Totoweza Trust.

Re: Appreciation for your support.

I am hereby presenting my humble and sincere 
gratitude to Totoweza Trust for their tireless effort 
in getting my school fees on time. Surely, it is your 
philantropic effort that is enabling me to continue 
with my studies without hindrance.

First term went on well. At school we tried and now 
we are almost through with the syllabus. Am also 
trying as far as academics are concerned and also 
determined not to let you down. Enclosed in this 
envelope are my term report and fees schedule.

Thank you and may God bless your work.

Yours faithfully,

XXXXX XXXXXX

Utumishi 
Academy is in 
a rural area to 

the West of 
Nairobi

http://www.ourkenyankids.com/gifts/1310.pdf
http://

