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As we approach our 10th year as a charity, I have been meditating on what 
it takes to make a charity a good charity. How do we measure success? 
A number of important factors came to my mind, but as I tossed them 

around it really came to this: people sharing a vision for making a difference in 
our world, and putting effort into making it happen. In a nutshell: “Believing 
something can be done to make a difference, and then doing it.”

For Our Kenyan Kids it is people on two sides of the world sharing a vision and 
making it become reality in the lives of children and youth. I don’t get to see 
the effort expended on the Kenyan side on a regular basis. I only hear about it 
through reports. But, I do see what happens here. Many times I just shake my 
head in wonder. Where does all this energy come from?

There are many people who are faithful in their regular financial contributions. 
Most of these are people who have never been to Kenya, have never had 
children at one of the Homes hug them around the knees, begging to be picked 
up and loved. They have never been present when a student graduated from 
school: a young person who, without their donation, could not have taken one 
class. But they gave anyway.

There have been concerts 
and fundraisers of all sorts. 
Boston Pizza has given us an 
opportunity to raise funds 
by helping them serve their 
dinners at a designated 
time. Fashion shows, sale 
of items brought back from 
Mission Exposure Trips, CDs, 
In Memoriams, alternative 
gifts at Christmas, or for 
weddings and special 
celebrations. But the one 
high octane event that 
brought in over $6,000 
which jumps to my mind at 
the moment is the Indoor 
Garage sale, when the gym at Wall street United Church was co-opted and made 
into a giant sales barn.*

Linda James* and 70-plus individuals, over several months, bring together the 
articles that have been donated and are resellable. When the doors open, the 
crowds rush in and pick up items that are prices so low one’s boggles mind 
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News and Events
Elvis Tribute Concert 
27 September 2013   Wall Street 
United Church at 7pm.

Our Kenyan Kids Open Meetings 
30 September 2013   Open Meetings 
resume for the 2013/2014 season.

Indoor Garage Sale 
This June event made more than 
$5,900. Many thanks to all who 
donated goods for the sale and to 
those who purchased them.

Doug Warren & Friends Concert 
The free-will offering at this 
excellent musical event brought 
in $5,735. This will go towards the 
purchase of food for the Amazing 
Grace Children’s Home.

Our Kenyan Kids 
thanks 

Wall Street United 
Church  

for making its facilities 
freely available to Our 

Kenyan Kids for meetings 
and events .

Doug’s “Giant Sales Barn”, a.k.a. the gym at Wall Street 
United Church, on the occasion of the Indoor Garage Sale. 



Our Monthly Give-Away

This month’s give-away comes from our very 
own maestro, Doug Warren, tickling the 

ivories on his favourite piano. This is a track, 
converted to MP3 format, from one of his CDs.

Click here to download to download this MP3 
file.

For lovers of inspirational and easy-listening 
music, Doug’s piano playing is hard to beat. And 
we are currently selling his CDs at a price which is 
also hard to beat.

      2 CDs for $10 
      3 CDs for $15

The CD covers are pictured above.

This is a limited time offer, while supplies last. All 
proceeds go to Our Kenyan Kids. 

The CDs can be purchased from the Wall Street 
United Church office, or ordered by mail or by 
e-mail to info@ourkenyankids of postal delivery 
(please add $5 for post and packing).

There are four different CDs. Details can be found 
on our website by clicking here.
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realizes that if the 
gross proceeds 
from the sale is over 
$6,000, then there 
had to be well over 
6,000 items picked 
up, stored, sorted, 
displayed, priced 
and sold.

Even though this is 
just one example of 
how people are working together on this side of the world 
to make a difference on the other side, it is only scratching 
the surface of what happens through the people of Our 
Kenyan Kids. It is through the efforts of people like Linda, and 
many others like her, that I can say confidently that we are a good 
charity. Now I need to meditate on what motivates people who do 
these good things.

Hmnnnn  . . . . 

Doug Warren
Founder

Linda James and other volunteers hard 
at work at the Indoor Garage Sale.

Are you reading a second hand copy of this Newsletter? You can receive your 
very own copy by sending your e-mail address to info@ourkenyankids.com.

The Maitland Garden of Hope
The Maitland Garden of Hope has raised a total of 
$4,376.85 in its first season with Our Kenyan Kids. The 
photograph below shows Colleen O’Connell and Dave 
Cybulski presenting the cheque to Carolyn Matheson (Chair 
of Our Kenyan Kids) and Doug Warren (Founder)

Our thanks go out to Colleen O’Connell and Dave Cybulski 
for selecting Our Kenyan Kids as the recipient for these 
donations.
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