
Mission Statement 
 

Our Kenyan Kids supports 
Children and Youth affected by 

poverty and or HIV/AIDS,  in 
Kenya and elsewhere, by 

providing education, training, 
humanitarian aid, and nurturing 

relationships, one child at a time. 
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Our Kenyan Kids thanks the 
countless Canadian and Kenyan 

volunteers who ensure  our 
programs and events are 

successful.    
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Please consider receiving the 
Newsletter electronically and 
save paper, print and postage 

costs.  Email 
info@ourkenyankids.com  

Kawangware Sponsored Tailoring Project 
An Update by Norma Howard  

The Kawangware Tailoring Project opened in 
2006 and has been a project of Our Kenyan 
Kids since the beginning.  It was a dream of 
Richard and Monica Otieno to provide a 
training program for the impoverished youth of 
the Kawangware slum area. 
The mission of the Kawangware Tailoring 
Project is to help the underprivileged “stand on 
their own two feet.”   There are two modes of 
study in the school – full day students and half 
day students. Most choose the half day 
schooling which allows them extra time to 
assist their families. 
Recently, enrollment has increased to 33 
students as there are few places to be had in the 
high schools. The Tailoring Project allows 
them to advance their technical skills and 
prepares them for work after they graduate. 
Our Kenyan Kids provides the rent and the 
teacher’s salary, almost half of their monthly 
budget.   The students pay fees as they are 
able, but often cannot, so there is a monthly 
deficit.   However, they have short term plans 
to build stands outside the school where the 

students can exhibit their work and fetch a 
small amount to counteract that shortfall.   
Longer term plans include registering the 
school so that it can be recognized as a certified 
training institution by the ministry. 

Stephen Goodberry, Elvis Tribute Artist, presents an 
evening of Gospel Music to benefit Our Kenyan Kids. Hosted by Wall 
Street United Church,5 Wall St. Brockville. Friday October 19th, 7:30 

pm. Tickets:  $15 at the Church Office, CompuSilv Computers, 
Brockville, or at the door. 

Fall 2012 Newsletter Edition 

 THANK  YOU! 
 

To the Na onal Council of Women of 
Canada Development Organiza on 

 

for the grant of $500 
 

awarded to Our Kenyan Kids at their  
Annual Mee ng in June 2012 

Designated for the  
Kawangware Tailoring Project 



Kambui School for the Deaf 
A  glimpse at a new program !  

 
 
 On his second trip to Kenya in 2005, Doug Warren was taken to the Maasai Slum in Nairobi 
where he met a little deaf boy named Frederick.  Doug learned that there would be wonderful 
opportunities for Frederick at  the Kambui School for the Deaf, located north of Nairobi,  if sponsorship 
was available.  Back in Canada, Doug quickly found an interested sponsor and Frederick began a new 
life.   For this little boy from the slum,  the Kambui residential school is a paradise surrounded by 
gardens and an active farm.   Although it is a government sponsored school, it depends extensively on 
private donations. 
 When Doug visited the Kambui School in 2011 and talked with the principal it became clear that 
many of the students were unable to pay the fees and any help that OK Kids could provide would be 
appreciated.   Subsequently the Board of OK Kids voted to sponsor five additional needy students at 
Kambui.   
 Others have visited the Kambui School on our Mission Exposure Trips and have been 
impressed with the management, the facilities, the setting, and the loving home atmosphere for the 
300 live-in students.  In addition to the Kenyan academic curriculum, the school teaches Kenyan sign 
language and provides vocational training in computer skills, knitting, tailoring, carpentry and joinery.  
There are team sports, music, drama and other extracurricular activities.   
 

If you are interested in information about sponsoring a child at the Kambui 
School for the Deaf, please email info@ourkenyankids.com.  

 
 
 
Left: Josphat and 5 new students   
Right: Frederick 



                                   One Hand, One Foot, One Smile at a Time 
 Eradicating Jiggers 

 
By Mary Lewis (based on report by Josphat Wahinya)  
 
 During her visit to our projects in Kenya two years ago, board member Linda James was intro-
duced to jiggers, parasites that feed off one’s blood.  An infestation can cause intense pain and unless 
eradicated can cause the infected person to lose an arm or a leg. 
 “Our jigger eradication project …has been nothing but a revelation”, reports Josphat Wahinya, 
OKK’s project manager.  Two years ago Linda, Sammy (former OKK employee), and Josphat visited a 
home where two young girls have known nothing but pain from these nasty bugs.  Their mother, unable to 
help them, was also infected, as was their home.  Neighbours had begun to call them “cursed” afraid that 
they too would become infected. With pictures and pleas from Linda, Josphat and Sammy, OKK started 
paying for treatments and for the total eradication of jiggers around their home, including burning the 
ground around their house.  A new cement floor was put in, and a regular schedule of treatments was 
started. 
 Two years later, the girls are now preparing for school, as they will have their first taste of a normal 
childhood, free to join the other children on the play yard, free of pain and embarrassment.  It has been a 
long battle with regular treatments from Josphat: “I can boldly say that we have won the fight. The jiggers 
are no more and the feet are as good as ‘new.’”  The pain they endured is still fresh in their memory, evi-
dent by the tears that still flow when they see Josphat come to check on them.  Although they continue to 
have needs such as help to pay for school fees and supplies, and money to help the mother learn work 
skills, their return to health has meant that this family is able to smile again and begin to consider facing 
these new challenges.  
 

 

Upper Left: One 
foot ripped apart 
from jiggers 
Upper Right: 
One Hand 
Where Nails can 
Grow Again 
Lower Right: 
The Heart 
Wrenching Cries 
of Treatment 
Lower Left: 
Smiles and Joys 
after a year of 
Education. 



Why ? 
A message from our founder, Doug Warren  

 
  At our August Board meeting for Our Kenyan Kids, 
dubbed “The First Annual Founder’s Meeting”, the question was 
posed: “Why? Why are we doing this?” Actually, I phrased it a 
little differently by asking each Board member to sit quietly, 
somewhere private, and ponder 1) What feeds you by your 
involvement with OK Kids? And, 2) What depletes you by being 
involved with OK Kids? Basically, I wanted each one to share 
why they were doing this, spending huge amounts of time and 
energy to raise funds to send to another country 11,000 
kilometers away. I have been observing their dedication and 
seemingly tireless commitment, and wondered how they would 
analyze their own motives. I was anxious to hear how they would 
share their answers with the group. 

 I did the same. I crawled off into a quiet corner and re-
lived an experience in Kenya several years ago when Our 

Kenyan Kids was in its infancy. I can’t remember exactly 
what brought me to the point of going to my bedroom that 
night, and saying with intensity: “What am I doing here?” I 
do, however, remember an expletive phrase 
uncharacteristic of my tongue having been inserted 
before “am.” I could hardly sleep that night as I dwelt on 
what I thought was an unappreciative response to 
something. “Why am I here, at my own expense, working 
and caring so much for the children of another people? I 
could have spent the same amount or less on a five star 
vacation somewhere warm. What is it all about?” 
 Thankfully, I’ve let the cause for this response go 
so now I can’t replay the tape. I remember the people 
involved, but can’t remember what they said or did. But I 
do remember that question rolling over and over again! 
“Why am I here? What is this all about anyway?” Even 
though the language was far from reverent, I believe it 
was a cry out to God. 
 The next day I was scheduled to visit the Maasai 
Slum. We parked the car and I started walking into the 
common area where the water stand pipe was being 
monitored. 
 Out of the corner of my eye I saw this blurred little 
shape at a dead run heading in my direction. Without a 
moment to focus I found a five year old Frederick jumping 
up to be caught in my arms. Frederick is deaf. Our 
Kenyan Kids, through his sponsor, has given him the 
opportunity to attend a reputable school for the deaf, and 
supplies all his needs in the process.  
 I had my answer. Frederick knew what I was 
doing there. And I knew. 
 When the Board members all returned to share 
what they discovered their motives to be, the “why” of 
their involvement with Our Kenyan Kids, the answers 
were almost all the same: the opportunity to make a 
difference in a disadvantaged child’s life, to help provide 
hope and a future. This knowledge fed them. 
 When volunteer fatigue, or donor fatigue sets in - 
as it will - we need to step back and ask that question: 
“Why?” When we have our answer I am certain we will be 
refreshed to continue to reach out, to help “one child at a 
time”. Take the time to ask the question today! 

Our Kenyan Kids Announcements! 
 

Mission Exposure Trip 2013 
  
  The Mission Exposure trip is a go for 2013!  We are happy to 
announce that we have met the critical numbers and plans are 

in the works. We depart January 8, 2013 for Nairobi, Kenya 
and the group will return January 24 to Montreal, Canada. Our 

team consists of Bill and Lisa Leroux (leaders) Vicki Lynch-
Grier, Carolyn Matheson (returning travellers) and Shirley 

Avery, Jan Murray (new to Mission Exposure) and Paul Willis 
from California. We are all very pleased and excited that the 

dates have been finalized and we are off to our friends in 
Africa. Josphat awaits! 

          
 Thanks, Bill and Lisa Leroux 

MEANINGFUL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
For the people on your list 

who have everything they need or want, 
consider a dona on to Our Kenyan Kids 

in their honour. 
The gi  that gives twice! 

Your gi  will be announced in a special 
Christmas card. 

 

Meaningful Gi s available for all occasions! 
Please contact info@ourkenyankids.com  

for more informa on. 


