
Mission Statement 
 

Our Kenyan Kids supports 
Children and Youth affected by 

poverty and or HIV/AIDS,  in 
Kenya and elsewhere, by 

providing education, training, 
humanitarian aid, and nurturing 

relationships, one child at a time. 
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Our Kenyan Kids thanks the 
countless Canadian and Kenyan 

Volunteers who ensure  our 
programs and events are 

successful.    
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Please consider receiving the 
Newsletter electronically and 
save paper, print and postage 

costs.  Email 
info@ourkenyankids.com  

Doris Coons Resource Centre Grand Opening 
A Tribute to a Long Time Friend of Our Kenyan Kids 

 On November 26th 2011 the Doris 
Coons Resource Centre for St. John 
Ambulance was officially opened in Embu, 
Eastern District, Kenya.  The occasion 
marked the end of a long, and sometimes 
bumpy, road that began in 2008 when Our 
Kenyan Kids received a generous bequest 
from the estate of Doris Coons, a former 
resident of Cardinal Ontario.  Doris, a 
personal friend of OK Kids  founder Doug 
Warren, had been a volunteer in various 
organizations all her life and the Board of 
OK Kids decided that a legacy in her 
honour should be something that 
supported volunteers. 
 OK Kids already worked with  St. 
John Ambulance in Embu and had 
provided bicycles and uniforms for the 
young volunteers.   Eston, the Executive 
Officer, had shared with Doug his dream of 
having a multi-purpose resource centre for 
young people where  training and other volunteer activities could take place.  Land 

had been contributed by the local 
government and the OK Kids Board 
realized that the fulfillment of Eston’s 
vision was a worthy use for the Doris 
Coons bequest. 
  It was a happy day last November, 
3 ½ years  and several bureaucratic 
hurdles later, when local dignitaries and 
officials from SJA Kenya joined the officers 
and volunteers in Embu to dedicate the 
completed project.  The opening was timed 
to coincide with the presence in Kenya of  
Doug Warren and an OK Kids’ Mission 
Exposure team. Doug participated in the 
ceremony and the event was reported in 
the local press and on national television.   
The project was completed under budget 
and the funds remaining from the bequest 
have been used to provide basic furniture 
for the Centre. 

"If you think you're too small to make a difference , try 
sleeping in a room with a mosquito." 

- African Proverb  

Spring 2012 Newsletter Edition 



Making a difference to one child at a time 
A  message from the man on the ground! 

 
 The story of our Kenyan Kids cannot be told without telling the story of 
Bernard Otieno. We first met him in what we refer to as the ‘birth place’ of our 
Kenyan Kids, Nairobi Children’s Home which is now called Nairobi Rescue Centre, 
the only government rescue centre in Kenya.  Abandoned and neglected, his was a 
face of desperation and a future so uncertain.  
 His was going to be another story of the many kids who add to the 
statistics of abandoned children with no place to call home. This was not the case 
as it coincided with the time Our Kenyan Kids’ ministry started off in Kenya.  An 
organization that nobody would have thought would be touching the lives of people  
a few years later. He was among the first beneficiaries of our ministry.   A ray of 
hope had indeed shone on a boy who barely knew what was happening around 
him at the time.   As the organization grew, he was also growing up from the weak 
boy to a bright young man with a beautiful smile. 
 Without a doubt he is what we can refer as the face of our organization. 
Today, Bernard is an all grown boy who is in his first year of study in high school in 
one of the most reputable high schools in Kenya. 
 This is just one example of how our organization is making a difference in 
the lives of ordinary Kenyan children. 

Josphat Wahinya. 

 

A letter from George Mbugua 

Director, Gathaithi Orphans and Vulnerable Children Centre 
 

I wish to acknowledge the assistance and concern you have accorded our organization since January 2009. 
 

To say we appreciate what you have been doing to us in words only won't be enough because the life of the Children 

and the general aura of the entire organization have changed, health wise, academically, infrastructure wise etc. 

Briefly the following have been achieved through your assistance:- 
 

• Renovation of the kitchen and dining hall 

• Malnourished and weak children are now healthy because of food donations 

• Improved health thanks to medical supplies (mostly to cure jiggers) 

• Asbestos roofing replaced with iron sheets on 5 rooms 

• Improved education thanks to donated books 

• An office that includes a laptop and printer 

• Hidden talents unearthed with the gift of playing kits (soccer balls and shirts) 

• The centre was started by persons of good will from Gathaithi who realized the noble need to care and sup-

port the orphans and vulnerable children. But now the OVC Board appreciates the support being given by like 

minded persons from far away from Gathaithi. The material assistance has taken us this far but your personal vis-

its and Carolyn Matheson's concerns for needy children's education (and even teaching) are quite overwhelming and 

quite an impact to both the Children and the Board which will last forever. 
 

Finally what Our Kenyan Kids has done both as an organization and as individuals is more than what can be writ-

ten down. The support and personal commitment of Project Coordinator is quite good He is a darling to the children 

and strength to the weak, especially those infected with jiggers. 
 

May God bless you all and have a prosperous new year, 2012. 

 

Thank you, 

George 



My stay in Kenya 
A message from Carolyn Matheson 

 
 Gathaithi Primary School and Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children’s Centre is one organization 
that I feel very close to. I was there when the 
Mission Exposure Trip made their first visit, I was 
there when the problem of jiggers was discovered. 
I had spent two days in the school teaching on my 
last visit and was keen to spend more time there. 
 So on my visit to Kenya last fall, it was 
arranged that I would stay with a local family and 
spend a week teaching in the school. Monday 
morning Josphat drove me to Gathaithi where a 
welcoming group of over 500 students awaited. 
Please enjoy a selection of my pictures from my 
trip to Gathaithi! The last photo is of Doug Warren 
planting a tree during our visit to Embu.  

Daniel Kiragu 
Born in Germany  
February 7, 2012 

Weight 4.5 kg (9 lb 14 oz) 
 

Daniel is the son of 
Sammy and Uli, great 
friends of Our Kenyan 

Kids.  Sammy worked for 
the organization until he 

and Uli moved to 
Germany. 



True beauty …. 
A message from our founder 

 
 I have been removed from the reality 
TV show phenomenon until just recently. I 
caught a show called “True Beauty”, in – of all 
places – Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia East. The 
premise is that contestants who think they are 
being judged for their physical attributes are 
selected, when, without their knowledge, the 
contest is about what motivates them from 
within. So, buffed and coiffed, pedi- and mani-
cured, tinted and toned, three women and 
three men enter this contest. They live in the 
same house, surrounded by webcams, and all 
the while think they are being judged for their 
outward appearance, physical grace, - their 
“beauty.” The beauty that the judges are 
looking for, however, all emanates from within. 
Tests have been set up to determine a 
contestant’s compassion, consideration of 
others, their genuine caring that reaches 
beyond self-absorption. Fascinating. Really 
fascinating! 
 It got me thinking about how fortunate 
I am to be surrounded by “true beauty”: the 
volunteers on the Our Kenyan Kids Board in 
Canada, our Advisory Board in Kenya, the 
many on-the-ground volunteers in both 
countries, our young administrator, the 
organizations that fulfill our purpose by caring 
for the children and youth, one at a time. And 
you!  
 It’s easy for me to understand how 
those of us who have visited Kenya can be 
inspired to do what we can to make a 
difference in those young lives that reach our 
hearts by touching our hands. It’s easy to be 
passionate and energized when we are 
transformed by the love that comes back from 
the children and youth. It is a wonderful 

feeling to walk and work, physically, 
shoulder to shoulder, with those whose 
inner beauty translates into service. But, 
I think there is a very special beauty that 
emanates from hearts which are open 
and responsive without having seen, 
touched or been touched. And I believe 
that remarkable beauty radiates from 
you every time you sit to write a cheque. 
 As you know, it is only through 
your generosity that we are able to do 
what we do. There is something inside 
you that prompts you to give. That is 
your “true beauty” and I celebrate it, and 
give thanks that I can be part of its 
encompassing love. God bless you as 
together we bask in the warmth of a 
beautiful opportunity to make a 
difference in the lives of the children and 
youth of Kenya. 
  
Doug Warren, Founder 
Our Kenyan Kids 

Pictures courtesy of Doug Warren 
from his travels to Kenya 2011 

Our Kenyan Kids Announcements! 
For more information regarding any announcements please contact 
info@ourkenyankids.com.  
 
 

You are invited to Our Kenyan Kids  

Annual General Meeting  

Wall Street United Church, Brockville Ontario 

Monday May 28th 2012,  7 pm. 
 

Mission Exposure Trip 2013 

Are you interested in traveling to Kenya to see first hand what 
Our Kenyan Kids is up to?  

Have an opportunity to visit projects, meet friends and  
enjoy the Kenyan culture. Hitting the road January 2013! 

              

Meaningful Gifts 
Whether it is Christmas, birthdays, 

weddings, anniversaries, graduations or 
simply a gift for the person who has 

everything they need or want, a donation 
to Our Kenyan Kids in a friend’s name is a 
gift that keeps on 
giving. Your friend 

will receive a 
greeting card 

announcing your 
gift. Memorial 

donations will also 
be acknowledged 

with a special card. 


