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A Word from the “Man on the Ground” 
One Year with O.K. Kids!    

 It’s exactly one year since I joined Our Kenyan Kids. If you asked me 
where I would be today, I would have simply said that I don’t know. As the Good 
book says in Hebrew 11:1, ‘Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, [and] 
the evidence of things not seen.’ I chose to trust God and sought His guidance 
in this new and exciting journey. Surely when you walk with God, He certainly 
establishes your ways. Looking back, I have covered great strides to fulfillment 
of this Vision. One of my biggest motivations has been the thought of giving a 
child hope. Doug sometimes thinks I ‘press the pedal’ too hard. 
 Allow me to share some cases that really touched me. The first time I 
visited Gathaithi, I was introduced to a home where ordinary people were 
making the lives of young vulnerable kids extraordinary. In my mind, I thought 
that sleeping under a ‘see through’ roof was the worst it could get. A few hours 
later, we visited a home of two little princesses, whose childhood had been 
stolen from them by the unforgiving ‘fangs’ of Jiggers. Their happiness was torn 
apart and their small tender hands and feet massacred. When I visited the 
home last month, the grins that met me were uplifting. Now that’s what keeps 
me moving. 
 During my orientation, Linda shared with me the vision of the Doris 
Coons Resource Centre and why the organization had decided to support the 
project as a memorial. At the time, the project had stalled and there was no sign 
of the project coming to fruition. I somehow knew that this might define my first 
year’s legacy as a project coordinator. I felt I had to work hard to see the project 
realized. As I am writing this, the project is now back on course with the 
expected time of completion scheduled for November 2011.  
 Above are some of the things that reaffirm my decision to take the job 
that I had little experience in. There have been ups and down with some people 
wanting to ‘pin’ me down and also some being uncooperative. However, if all did 
not happen, then I wouldn’t appreciate the small victories. 
 It would be selfish of me not to acknowledge the role played by the 
advisory board in Kenya. They have held my hand 
since I came on board. Their support is what has 
made all we have done possible. Their insights, 
corrections and guidance have been valuable. I would 
also wish to acknowledge the force behind our 
success, the Canadian Board and supporters. Their 
hard work and vision are what keeps the ‘boat afloat.’ 
 Finally, with O. K. Kids now a registered trust 
in Kenya, the future looks bright and I am looking 
forward to another exciting year. I hope we will  reach 
out to more people. 
 

God bless you richly as you continue to give towards 
His work. 

 Josphat Wahinya. 
Project coordinator, Our Kenyan Kids/O.K. Kids Trust  

Congratulations to Josphat for 
receiving a GPA of 3.92 on his 

university studies! We are proud 
of your dedication and hard work.  



 Kenya has been affected 
by the drought that has ravaged 
the Horn of Africa.  Four and half 
million Kenyans have been 
adversely affected and some are 
even starving to death. A few 
deaths have been reported in 
TURKANA which is in the 
Northern Part of Kenya. 
 When you walk into the 
affected areas, what meets you, 
are faces gasping for their last 
breath and desperation fills the 
air. Any car that makes its way 
there symbolizes hope to the 
millions. Here are some photos 
that tell part of the story. The 
drought has persisted for over a 
year and the rivers are completely 
dry. The majority of the affected 
people are surviving through 
donations made by well-wishers. 
There are several initiatives by 
Kenyans to help feed their own. 
 One such initiative is 
“KENYANS FOR KENYA” 
targeting people in Kenya and in 
the Diaspora; so far people have 
contributed over one hundred 
million shillings. 
 One of the places in 
Kenya that has been hard hit by 
the drought is Mwingi where the 
Usueni Girls School is located. 
This is one of Our Kenyan Kids 
projects. The school is located a 
few kilometers away from Mwingi 
and was described as ‘A PLACE 
IN THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE’ 
by one of the people from 
Canada who visited. The school 
is located there because the girls 
come from remote villages in this 
area of Kenya. Recently we 
supported the school with 
donations to build the dining hall 
and adjacent kitchen. We are 
currently supporting the girls at 
the school by providing sanitary 
supplies. When the girls return to 
school in September they will 

Hunger Strikes as the Drought takes Hold 
An Appeal from Usueni Girls School       

have experienced the effects of the 
drought in their villages.  
 I would like to appeal to 
The Canadian Board to consider 
some food donation to the school 
for the coming term which starts in 
September. This will go a long way 
to secure the lives of the girls who 
are running away from their current 
situation. Someone once told me 
that ‘the speed at which you run 
depends on what you are running 

away from’. Let’s hold their hands and 
‘run away’ with them. 

Submitted by Josphat in August 2011 

Note from OK Kids Board: 
Subsequent to this appeal, the Board 
conducted a special fund raising drive.  
A transfer of $4,500 (355,310 ks) was 
made to assist Usueni with purchasing 
the food required for the girls so that 
they can continue their educational 
experience. 



Mission Exposure Team 
Experiencing Our Kenyan Kids First Hand! 

 As this is being written, (early September) a group of 12 keen travellers is preparing for a trip to Kenya. 
Included in the visit will be a chance to see firsthand the agencies that we are supporting. So time will be spent at 
Hope House Babies Home, Nairobi Children’s Home, Gathaithi Orphans and Vulnerable Children’s Centre, Usueni  
Girls Secondary School and the St. John Ambulance Volunteers in Embu.  At the Embu site, we will have an 
opportunity to see the recently constructed Doris Coons Resource Centre for St. John Ambulance. When we visit 
Usueni, we will see firsthand the effects of the drought, as this school is within the drought area of the Horn of 
Africa.A three day/two night safari has also been built into the agenda, as a change of pace and to see the 
beautiful countryside and the magnificent wildlife of Kenya. 
 In preparation, the group is learning as much as possible about the people of Kenya, through reading, 
guest speakers, Swahili lessons, and discussions with previous participants. 
  
The travellers were asked to outline their thoughts 
and hopes for the trip. Some of their comments: 
 
Marion: “This is a golden opportunity for us to 
see for ourselves what the situation in Kenya is.” 
Bill: “I look forward to meeting Our Kenyan Kids 
in their native land – hopefully to someday make 
a difference.” 
Anna: “I am just excited to go because most 
people my age don’t get this experience.” (age 
13) 
Lisa: “I am really looking forward to experiencing 
what I have already heard so much about.” 
Frances: “very excited and eager to visit the 
orphanage with hopes of perhaps volunteering in 
the future.” 
Helen: “I want to see everyday life, Hope House, 
the church service and the safari days.” 
Gillian: “I want to see how the population of 
Kenya lives both in Nairobi and in the 
countryside and to experience much traditional 
culture.” 
 

The group leaves mid-November and will be back early December. There is no doubt that those few weeks in 
Kenya will forever impact the lives of those going. Many will be eager to share these thoughts and experiences on 
their return. 

Alice’s Funds for Food 

My name is Alice and I’m almost 7. My mom and dad went to Africa to help people in 
Kenya and Swaziland. My dad lived there for 3 years. He was a teacher there. This 
taught me to be nice to other children my age. Not everybody has the things I do. 
We need to help people. Right now there is a drought in Kenya and I want to help 
them. In some parts of Kenya they haven’t had rain in over a year and a half, and 

they are starving to death. They don’t get to learn or go to school because they have 
no money. I want to give them money so they can eat and go to school. I also want to 

give them some school supplies to help the schools open back up.  
Alice has raised $675 so far towards her goal of $1000. Matched by the government, this 

is $1350 to children in Kenya. If you would like to contribute towards Alice's campaign, 
please call Alice or Mary at 613-925-1407. 

Participants (in photo) 
Front row (seated) Helen McDonald, Anna Heath, Pastor Kimberly 
Heath (holding Maizie who is not going), and Frances Gordon 
Back Row (standing) : Marion Nye, Carolyn Matheson, Bill Leroux, Lisa 
Leroux,  Linda Watts, ( now not going), John Green, Vickie Lynch-Grier,  
Erwin Schulz, Gillian Shaw 



CHECK US OUT 
A huge thanks to Frank Howard for 

working so hard on our new 
website! Check it out! 

www.ourkenyankids.com  

You can also find us on 
FACEBOOK! 

This picture which many of you have seen 
on our brochures symbolizes the connection 

between Canada and Kenya. Without 
donations, Our Kenyan Kids would not be 
able to help! Our motto one child at a time, 
taken from the starfish principle is dear to 
each of us. A contribution to Our Kenyan 
Kids is a perfect way to celebrate those  

special occasions! 

Meaningful Gifts 
Whether it is Christmas, birthdays, weddings, anniversaries, 

graduations or simply a gift for the person who has everything they 
need or want, a donation to Our Kenyan Kids in a friend’s name is a 

gift that keeps on giving. Your friend will receive a greeting card 
announcing your gift. Memorial donations will also be 

 acknowledged with a special card.  
Please contact info@ourkenyankids.com for more information.  

Our Kenyan Kids
Statement of operations
Year ending December 31, 2010

Revenue
Donations 61,971       
Fundraising 10,466       
Other 238             

72,675       

Expenditures
Education costs 15,388       
Caregivers - NCH 8,804          
Skills training program 5,679          
Hope House Babies Home 5,543          
Necessities program 2,289          
Gathiathi, food, jiggers meds 3,106          
Program delivery-Kenya 15,649       
Fundraising 3,245          
Director and officer insurance 945             
Marketing and awareness 1,768          
Other administrative costs 3,914          

66,330       

Revenue over expenditures 6,345          
Fund balance, Jan 1, 2010 23,701       
Balance December 31, 2010 30,046       

Unaudited 

ago. 
 “Overwhelmed” is another word. 
Watching the news about the crisis, the 
temptation is to feel paralyzed by the 
immensity of the problem: twelve million 
people, a third of the entire population 
of Canada affected by famine! It seems 
like an impossible situation, and we 
literally or figuratively switch channels, 
feeling helpless, and maybe a little 
guilty about our own abundance. 
 Our Kenyan Kids’ philosophy of 
“one child at a time” kicked in, however, 
and we have focused on what we can 
do – not what we can’t.  Usueni Girls’ 
High School sits in the center of the 
Kenyan drought area. A few years ago 
we built a Dining Hall so the girls 
wouldn’t have to sit on logs under 
bushes for protection while they ate. 
Now, the challenge is that there will be 
enough food to be eaten in that Dining 
Hall.  

 That word is “hunger.” Very few 
of us have really experienced the 
meaning of the word. We sometimes get 
“peckish” and fuss over menus. More 
often than not our meal preparation 
involves low-carb, low calorie dietary 
planning, keeping our palates placated. 
But to have nothing to eat – nothing – is 
so far removed from North Americans’ 
lives that as hard as we try, we just can’t 
fathom what is happening in the Horn of 
Africa. All that is needed is some rice 
and some beans to stave off death, yet 
often they are not available. And when 
they are, because of the drought, the 
scarcity of staple foods has driven costs 
to double their price of just three months 

 Even though we had not 
budgeted for this sort of crisis, the Board 
responded, challenging ourselves and you 
to help with a drive for funds for food for 
our students in Kenya. We have been and 
continue to raise money specifically 
targeted for food, for the girls at Usueni 
and the children at the Gathaithi Orphans 
and Vulnerable Children Centre.  
Education grinds to a halt quickly when 
there are empty stomachs. 
 Many thanks to all who have 
given regularly to support our “kids” in 
Kenya. And now, extra thanks goes out to 
all those who have given, and are giving 
to assist with the food crisis.   
 
Blessings,  
 
Doug Warren, Founder 
OUR KENYAN KIDS  

A WORD  
from our Founder 


