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Mission Statement 
 

Our Kenyan Kids supports 
Children and Youth affected by 

poverty and or HIV/AIDS,  in 
Kenya and elsewhere, by 

providing education, training, 
humanitarian aid, and nurturing 

relationships, one child at a time. 
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Our Kenyan Kids thanks the 

countless Canadian and Kenyan 
Volunteers who ensure  our 

programs and events are 
successful.  
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If you are interested in receiving 
an electronic copy of our 
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A Word for the Man on the Ground 

Newly Hired Project Coordinator    

Meet me, Josphat Wahinya Kageni, the last born in a family of three. 
Living in a place called Kasarani located approximately 12 kilometers from 
Nairobi’s Central Business District. 

I am an average young man walking the journey of life with confidence, 
despite the many uncertainties this ever dynamic life presents. I am passionate 
about life, young people, children and my greatest motivation is the need to 
better my life, while adding value to the people around me. I am currently 
pursuing an accounting course equivalent to a degree, but soon will be joining 
university to pursue a degree in International Relations. My greatest source of 
strength has been from the close relationship I have with God and also the 
support of family and friends. I always say I have the best of friends. 

I am a young man with great energy, immense determination and have a 
good grip of the vision of Our Kenyan Kids and the ultimate goal which I believe 
makes me suitable for the work. I grew up in a setting where I learned first hand 
what it meant not to have anything to eat and what it does to someone who 
wants to go to school but can’t because there is no money for school fees.  

Our Kenyan Kids offers a rare platform to do what I enjoy doing. I have 
always had a dream to help my fellow Kenyans, but I never thought I would 
have the opportunity so soon.  

I always tell people, ‘I don’t work for someone to make money, I get paid 
to be blessed’ which is special. My commitment to the ministry is not in doubt, 
my determination not in question and certainly I believe I have the potential to 
take the organization to the next level. I also see this job as an answered prayer 
as I have been praying to get such an opportunity. I will uphold the highest level 
of dignity, integrity and commitment 
and strive to offer maximum support to 
those who need it. Seeing the brilliant 
smiles on our Kenyans kids is a great 
motivation for me, which helps me 
know I am where I should be. 

With God’s help, your support 
and with the eye on the ultimate goal, 
the future looks bright and the 
prospect very promising! 

Again, it’s an honor for me to 
be part of an organization that started 
so small and has grown to be what it 
is today. I would also like to 
appreciate those who sacrifice their 
time and money for this organization 
to be what it is today. 

 
God’s blessing be upon you, 
 
 Josphat Wahinya. 
Project coordinator Our Kenyan Kids  



 Gathaithi is a home for 
the vulnerable children, some 
who have been diagnosed 
with HIV/AIDS. Our Kenyan 
Kids began working with 
Gathaithi in 2009 by supplying 
the home with funds to secure 
food ration and proceeded to 
helped the home with a 
community jigger eradication 
project. 
 Over time Our Kenyan 
Kids’ involvement has grown 
through the support of a roof 
renovation that led to the 
replacement of asbestos tiles 
with steel. Children were 
sleeping in a building where 
there were holes in the 
asbestos tiled roof, when the 
area experienced rain, 
asbestos would drip down 
onto the vulnerable children. 
We are currently helping 
renovate the dining hall which 
health ministry officials 
threatened to close down due 
to inappropriate condidtions. 
 Recently a donation to 
purchase books played a big 
role in improving the learning 
environment in the school. 
Through a donation from Our 
Kenyan Kids in addition to 
support from the Kenyan 
government helped create a 
library for the school.  Books, 

Gathaithi, Supporting Vulnerable Children 

Our Kenyan Kids Makes a Difference in Multiple Ways  

garnered through these donations 
helped the school meet the 
recommended ration for one book 
per two students which is a rare 
success for a government 
sponsored school. It is also 
important to note that the leading 
student in the whole school 
district in last year’s examination 
came from the school. Our 
Kenyan Kids support is having a 
direct impact on the students! 
 In essence, Our Kenyan 
Kids has been contributing funds 

to meet  various necessities for the 
vulnerable children living in the centre. 
This is a milestone as many NGO’s 
only have the means to concentrate on 
one need such as infrastructure. 
 Thank you for your continued 

support, your dedication and hard work 

continues to make a difference!  

Submitted by Josphat  

 

Annual General Meeting 

April 25, 2011 

Wall St. United Church, Living Room 

7:00 p.m. 
The board of directors invite friends and supporters to learn more about their programs 

and services at their upcoming annual general meeting. 2010 financial statements will be 
shared in addition to successes reached throughout the last year. Please join us in the 

celebration of another year of success. 



    Jiggers, a Painful Disease 

Helping One Child at a Time 
  
 Jiggers normally occur as a result of small fleas entering through exposed flesh and proceed to travel 
through other parts of the body. The most affected parts of the body are the hands, feet and the legs. If treatment 
is not administered to the patient, Jiggers can lead to deformities and in severe cases can result in amputation of 
the hands or the legs. 
 To date, through our involvement, we have witnessed five kids totally rehabilitated from Jiggers. We 
currently have six more children undergoing treatment. The treatment is personalized and requires close attention 
and a high level commitment. There is a cultural attitude towards the jigger menace, as some regard it as a curse. 
People fear coming out and seeking treatment due to stigmatization, they choose to suffer in silence. Lack of 
funds and manpower has also been a limiting factor. However, although the need is great our motto is one child at 
a time. 
 
Submitted by: Josphat  

Good Stuff for A Great Cause 
Our Kenyan Kids will be holding their 3rd Annual Indoor 

Garage Sale on June 18, 2011 
 

Donations welcome please drop items off the week 
leading up to the garage sale in the basement of Wall 
St. United Church. For more information please talk to 

Linda James or email ourkenyankids@gmail.com 



A Message from the Founder 

Why are we doing this?     

I visited our work in Kenya in 
late December ‘10, and early 
January ‘11. I hadn’t been there 
since October of 2009. Our partners 
in our projects there had received 
support and encouragement from the 
Howards who traveled to Kenya in 
the Spring of ’10, and Linda James 
who was our representative “in 
residence” for six weeks last Fall. But 
I hadn’t been there. Not that in my 
absence from the work had there 
ever been true discouragement, but 
the clarity of vision seemed 
sometimes to be overcome by the 
nitty-gritty of fundraising, and trying 
to keep in good, positive 
communication with those doing the 
work “on the ground.” And, honestly, 
maybe some of the fervor was 
sapped, and the relevance analyzed. 

After a miserable trip with 
delays, re-routings and 40 hours of 
air terminals and steerage travel, 
scrunched in seats designed for little 
people, how quickly the creeping 
questions of “why are we 
doing this?” dissolved. It 
really took just a day. I guess 
the benefit of being away for 
that long is that even more 
seemed to have been 
accomplished than I 
remembered on other trips. 
On the second day, the 
gratitude from the folks at 
Gathaithi Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children’s Centre 
bolstered my determination 
to get right back at the task 
of bringing awareness to our 
North American friends about 
the work of Our Kenyan Kids. And 
then as the days unfolded, and I 
visited the Nairobi Children’s Home, 
Hope House Babies’ Home, the 
Kawangware Tailoring Project, our 
work through St. John Ambulance 
Kenya and the opening of a new 
chapter of Partners for Life in the hills 
outside of Embu, my resolve was 
fully topped up. I know why we are 
doing this!  

A group of people living with 

HIV/AIDS, in the Itabua region near 
Embu, caregivers for orphans, 
parents or grandparents suffering 
from the disease, are being given 
hope through the free distribution of 
selenium, and care from St. John 
Ambulance volunteers. Programs 
like these help me know why we are 
doing this.  

Meeting Josphat, our new  
Project Coordinator was also an 
encouragement. Although the final 
decision to hire him had been made 
by our Advisory Board in Kenya, he 
was one of three that our own Board 
had recommended for consideration. 
But, since all the interviewing was in 
Kenya, I had never met him. 
Immediately I knew that as the face, 
the hands and feet of Our Kenyan 
Kids, he was going to be a perfect 
fit. His gift of caring and compassion 
is balanced by a business sense and 
understanding. This is exactly what 
we need. I have confidence that he 
knows fully “why we are doing this”. 

I know that Sammy has 
known why we are doing this over 
the last 5 and a half years. He has 
made a difference in the lives of the 
children and youth, one child at a 
time. Sammy has left us to join his 
wife in Germany, where a new life 
will unfold. But as he makes this 
move, along with our gratitude for 
his work I know that he leaves 
knowing why he has been doing 
what he has been doing. We will 

miss him terribly but wish him well. 
Is what we’re doing through 

Our Kenyan Kids worthwhile? I wish 
all of you reading this could come with 
me (the next scheduled Mission 
Exposure Trip is in November of 
2011) for the answer. I know that you 
too would be encouraged and 
challenged. But if you can’t come with 
us, please know that your prayers and 
your gifts are having a huge impact 
on children. I believe that you too 
know why we are doing this, and 
that’s why you are so loyal in your 
support. 

There are always questions 
about the percentage of your 
donations that actually make it to the 
project for which it is given. From the 
beginning we have said that $1 given 
is $1 that gets there. That is still the 
case, since we cover administrative 
costs (which for 2010 was 9.5 percent 
of the total income) by personal 
donations from Board members and 
by specific fundraisers.  So, yes, we 

can continue to say what you 
give, gets there! 100% of your 
gift goes to the work in Kenya. 
Thank you for believing in the 
potential of making a 
difference in lives half a world 
away, and for putting your 
support behind your belief. 
As some of you may know, I 
will be retiring from my 
position at Wall Street United 
Church the end of April. There 
are many mixed feelings, as I 
have been very happy at Wall 
Street, and have felt that I 
have been enabled to make a 

difference in lives that have been 
searching for meaning. One of the 
brightest prospects, as I look forward, 
is that I will now have much more time 
to devote to the mission of Our 
Kenyan Kids, and more extended 
time that can be spent in one of the 
most beautiful countries in the world. 
 
Thank you and God bless you! 
Doug Warren, Founder and Chair 

Thank you Sammy! 


