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Mission Statement 

 

Our Kenyan Kids supports 
Children and Youth affected by 

poverty and/or HIV/AIDS,  in 
Kenya and elsewhere, by 

providing education, training, 
humanitarian aid, and nurturing 

relationships, one child at a time. 
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Our Kenyan Kids thanks the 
countless Canadian and Kenyan 

volunteers who ensure  our 
programs and events are 

successful.  Our administration 
costs are kept to a minimum and 
are covered by donations from 
the Our Kenyan Kids Board of 
Directors to help ensure your 
donations go directly to the 

projects in Kenya. 
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AGM Founder’s Message 

Year One, a Great Success!     

 
 I find it amazing that today we are holding our first Annual General 
Meeting as a registered charity. Today I look back to January of 2004, standing 
in the halls of Nairobi Children‟s Home, surrounded by literally dozens of 
orphans, abandoned and vulnerable children. They all wanted a “piece” of my 
cousin John‟s and my attention and love. Then, we couldn‟t possibly have 
imagined that today, a little over six years later, we would be reviewing our first 
official year as a charity. We‟re thankful for all that went into making last year 
one that impacted the lives of Kenyan children and youth, one child at a time, 
assisting in the wake of the ongoing HIV/AIDS crisis.  

From 2004 until the end of 2008, we were offered the facility of another 
charity, Care „n Share Inc., and had begun support work with the Nairobi 
Children‟s Home. As we have grown in our ability to be of assistance, 
determined through our relationship with our Kenyan sisters and brothers as to 
where best we could serve, we reached a point where we felt we needed to 
become our own entity. And we did. In January of 2009 “Our Kenyan Kids” was 
officially born. We are now in the process of being registered with the Kenyan 
Government as an NGO (Non Governmental Organization) which will enable us 
to also fundraise and issue receipts in Kenya.    

You will see, later in this report, how far we‟ve come since that first day, 
standing surrounded by the children needing our love. You will see the love and 
care that is now being given by caregivers sponsored by Our Kenyan Kids. And, 
you will see how we have grown in our ability to serve beyond our initial 
relationship with NCH, thanks to all those who have donated so generously to 
make this happen. As we move forward in 2010 there is much that excites us as 
new opportunities are presented. Stay tuned! 

 
Doug Warren  
Founder, and Chair of the Our Kenyan Kids Board 

Left:  
Lisa Axworthy, 
member of Mission 
Exposure Team III 
holds a precious 
Kenyan child. 
 
 

Our Kenyan Kids 
Board of Directors 
would like to thank 
Lisa for her service 
on the board and 

wish her all the best 
with her future 

endeavors.  



Gathaithi Orphans and Vulnerable Children’s Centre 

An Oasis of Hope   

By Sammy Kiragu N‟dungu  
 

It‟s a typical Kenyan rural 
school, with a touch of urbanism 
creeping up on it but not yet there. The 
first time I saw Gathaithi Primary 
School and Gathaithi Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children‟s Centre  was with 
the Mission Exposure Team at the end 
of 2009 and it blew me (and, I am sure, 
the others) away. The setting 
resembles most public rural schools in 
this nice God given country of ours but 
inside it there are unique souls working 
together for the betterment of the 
future generation.  

The leader of the pack is Mrs 
Eufratia Githinji, who works selflessly, 
day in and out, to ensure the place 
runs like a well oiled machine. 

 
The staff stays motivated and 

lively even in the hardest of times. She 
is the reason why the school is 
appearing in this newsletter article as 
Our Kenyan Kids newest project. 
According to very reliable sources, she 
saw the challenges facing the children 
in her area of operation that prevented 
them from performing as hopeful 
leaders of tomorrow. She saw the 
necessity of starting a program which 
would enable them to stay in school 
and maximize their potential without 
facing the day to day struggle inflicted 
by poverty and financial constraints, as 
experienced by their parents and 
guardian. Thus Gathaithi Orphans 
and Vulnerable Children’s Centre 
(OVC) was born. This is a facility, 

attached to the school, which currently 
deals with over 120 hopeful (otherwise 
hopeless) children. Presently, they 
have residence facilities for about 35 of 
these needy children. 

This is why Our Kenyan Kids 
visited the institution in the first place 
and why I am writing this article. The 
insti tution has a warmth and 
commendable hospitality to it which 
makes you just want to come back. 
Inside the school, one will meet 
teachers who have given their time and 
material assistance to make sure the 
kids are comfortable. Teachers like 
Irene Kungu who amazed us by 
undertaking the responsibility of 
personally eradicating jiggers (sand 
fleas) in the area, using her own time 
and resources. Jiggers result in 
medical problems which had been 
menacing some children in the school. 
Our Kenyan Kids gave her a first aid 
box to aid in her work. 

Others too are involved in 
making the school what it is today. Mr. 
Simon Mirara and other teachers, and 
Mr. Mbugua who is with the OVC 
centre and handles the inventory 
books magnificently, are in the 
forefront of the battle to save this 
generation. 

After the generous contribution 
of the first aid box by Our Kenyan Kids, 
this organization has yet again jumped 
in to save a very bad situation. After 
realizing the good course was headed 

for the depths, because of a lack of 
food, they donated beans and rice to 
serve these lovely children for six 
months. I had to wait and come back a 
few days later before I could get a 
comment from the dumbfounded head 
teacher who was too shocked to say 
anything. When we finally got a 
comment, it was “I have no words to 
express my gratitude. May the Lord 
bless everyone involved like he did 
Nehemiah.”              Continued pg. 3 

Mrs Githinji, head teacher, Gathaithi 
primary. 

Irene checks out items in the first aid box, 
(donated by Our Kenyan Kids supporters), 

which will be used to remove jiggers.  

The process of removing jiggers 
instructed by Irene 

1. Wash the affected area  
2. Cut nails and dead skin 
3. Apply potassium permanganate 



As a part of the team working 
with Gathaithi, and having visited a few 
times, I know that the changes in the 
lives of the kids since Our KenyanKids 
started visiting the school are more 
than evident. The Lord has once again 
used Our Kenyan Kids like an ember to 
ignite the fire which is once again 
burning brightly in these more than 120 
lives. Praise be to Him The Almighty. “May the Lord bless you like he did Nehemiah”  

Gathaithi (continued)    

On May 18, 2010, Our Kenyan Kids had 
their inaugural annual general meeting. 
Above you will find the financial 
statement for the year 2010. We would 
like to thank Bre Wick for her years of 
service as treasurer and wish her the 
best of luck with her future. The board 
of directors will miss your knowledge 
and expertise. Thank you for everything.  

Annual Report 2009 
 

ACTIVITIES IN KENYA 
 

Nairobi Children’s Home:   Salaries for 8 caregivers;  a Christmas party for the 
children; many vests knitted by the congregation at Wall Street United Church 
were delivered. 
 

Hope House Babies’ Home:  Sponsorship for 11 Adopt-a-Cots;  $1,800 general 
support 
 

St. John Ambulance:  Bicycle repairs;  uniform sweaters;   A generous bequest 
was dedicated to the future Doris Coons Resource Centre for youth. 
 

Kawangware Tailoring Project:  Teacher‟s salary; rent 
 

Usueni Girls’ School:  Funds for dining room furniture; feminine hygiene 
supplies for three months;  solar calculators for the students 
 

Totoweza:  Sponsorship for 12 high school students 
 

Bursaries:  University fees and lodging for Pauline 
 

Partners for Life:  Serves over 30 people. Selenium supplements for people 
living with AIDS;  school fees and medical costs for 7 special needs children 
 

Gathaithi Orphans and Vulnerable Children’s Centre:  Kitchen upgrade;   
initiated feeding program; and funds and medical supplies to address jiggers 
 

CANADIAN ACTIVITIES 
 

9 open meetings and 8 Board meetings 

Flight Crew 2 in Kenya for two weeks in December/January 

Carter‟s Charity Law Seminar in Ottawa was attended by two 
members of the Board in January 

A display and craft sale at Brockville‟s Multicultural Fair in May 

A visit from Kyambi Kavali, the chair of the Our Kenyan Kids 
Advisory Board in Kenya, in June 2009 

The Change Challenge jar emptied and counted in August 

Flight Crew 3 in Kenya for two weeks in October/November 

Our Kenyan Kids cards purchased by members of Wall Street 
Congregation for distribution with Halloween candy 

Scott Woods fundraising concert in December 

Participation in Alternative Gift Bazaar at Wall Street United Church 
in December 

Display and sale of Kenyan crafts at Yuletide Fare in December 
 

A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE OUR KENYAN KIDS SUPPORT TEAM 

FOR THEIR COUNTLESS HOURS OF VOLUNTEER SUPPORT AND 

DEDICATION TO MAKING THE LIVES OF DISADVANTAGED 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH LIVING IN KENYA, AFRICA BETTER! 

* 

*This represents a bequest that is 
designated  for the building of a Youth 

Resource Centre for St. John Ambulance, 
Kenya, construction began in early 2010. 
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LOVING THE FORESTS:   

 

One way you can help Our Kenyan Kids 

reduce administrative expenses would be to 

receive your Newsletter online. Email 

our.kenyan.kids@gmail.com and let us know. 

And, as they say “save a tree” (or a portion 

thereof)! 

Jambo, 
  

I am happy to report that the Hope House “Adopt-a-Cot” campaign 

by the students at Seaway District High School has been 

extremely successful at raising both awareness and funds.  The 

homerooms were each paired with another homeroom and given 

the challenge of raising $150 for a particular child in any way 

they could (each homeroom received a large photo and description 

of their child).  Last year our school donated $1000 to support a 

similar initiative at Hope House.  This year, we had 10 pairings 

and we raised $1500!!!!  More than that, however, in some ways 

was the awareness that was created. Students became quite fond 

of their baby and were putting on very personal announcements 

to try to raise funds.  Fundraising techniques varied by class 

and included bake sales, ice cream sales, selling lattes, and a 

very successful car wash.  We are very pleased to be able to 

continue to support this well deserving facility. 

Sincerely, 
  

Mary Lewis, Vice Chair Our Kenyan Kids 

70
th

 Birthday Party Raises  

$16,369.00 

Heartfelt thanks is extended to all the supporters of the “Our 
Kenyan Kids” Fundraising Gala held at Roebuck on May 15, 
2010. Thanks to your generosity, the gala was an outstanding 
success. 

Canarm 

RE/MAX Riverview - Glenda 
Olivier 

Reviving Design - Angela 
Jenkins 

Total Image  

Compu-Silv 

Great Canadian Superstore 

Joan Gibson 

Howard Travel 

Brockberry 

Heavenly Touch Spa 

Kelsey’s 

Judith Caldwell 

Brandy MacGregor 

Parks of the St. Lawrence 

Home Depot 

Canadian Tire 

Joan Cheese 

Prescott Golf Course 

Revival 

The Village Singers 

Fuzion 

June Guild 

Roebuck United Church 
Caterers 

Danilo Mocibob 

Reverend Devona Wiederick 

Reverend Lowell Nussey 

Catherine Oxenford-Grant 

Kurt Grant 

Thank You! 

Doug and his family 
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