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Not The Way I Planned It

That was the title of the last sermon I delivered
before heading off for Kenya. As many of you know,
I never made it. After some agonizing moments of
“should I? .. shouldn’t I” I decided that it was not just
a matter of my own safety. The fact that many of our
partners were busy trying to preserve their own lives,
my presence would not necessarily be helpful,
wisdom said: “don’t go.” That decision was
confirmed by several emails from our friends there.
But, it was “not the way I planned it” and I learned a
lesson in being flexible. As a result, I had a good
vacation.
Since returning to Canada I’ve had many questions
from you about how our partners, our friends – our
Kenyan family is doing. This “Special Edition”
newsletter will bring you up-to-date as of the early
part of February. Thankfully, none of our people
have lost their lives. Many lives have been disrupted,
ministries have been put on hold, or downsized for
the moment, and fear still stalks the streets. Ngigi,
our administrator, has a synopsis of how everyone
is. And a few members of our family have
contributed some of their personal stories and
observations.
Of special note is the article by Kyambi Kavali, the
Chair of our Kenyan Advisory Committee, and one of
the directors of Totoweza, our agency arranges the
support for our High School students. I believe what
she has to say helps put things in perspective.
Although originally written as personal emails, I felt
the power and passion of her thoughts needed to be
shared.
Above all, let’s keep offering our prayers regularly
and earnestly for Kenya, for all her people, for our
children and youth and their caregivers. Supplying
emergency financial help, and praying is really all we
can do from here. So do it, we must. Thanks for
caring, and sharing the burdens of our Kenyan
family.

Doug Warren
Chair, Our Kenyan Kids
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Chair of Our Kenyan Advisory Committee
Doug: The days have been difficult. I
have pondered over many issues
surrounding the killings we have had. At
times, I have sensed God speaking to
me and have prayed for
myself, my family, the church and the

nation. Other times, I have been
frustrated, watching news and reading
newspapers, I have wondered where we
went wrong. However, you know
something Doug? All this comes down to
one thing: the human condition, which is
sinful. That is the summary of this whole
mess.
I have listened to colleagues and friends
and I am shocked at how little I knew
these people. Tribal hatred is a reality
that shocks me. I am not trying to be
“good” or sound different from the others
because we all are the same, save for
Christ, but I cannot
comprehend how somebody can hate
another when they do not know
them. Towards the elections, there was a
lot of hate mail going around and I never
accepted to read these emails.
Our failure as the church began long time
ago. It did not start with the elections
dispute. We have failed to be the light in
the country. Our pastors, church leaders
have been named together with political
leaders in corruption scams. There is a
general feeling in Kenya that if you want
to be rich, you go into politics or start a
church. There has been serious moral
decay. We have not spoken for the poor,
the widows and the fatherless, the
oppressed etc. We have been too busy
rejoicing in our blessings and forgetting
what we are called to be, a light in the
darkness. Therefore, we find ourselves
here today and if we are truthful, we can
only blame ourselves.
The injustices meted out on the majority
of Kenyans over the years, the lack of
opportunities to make something out of
their lives has brought us to where
we find ourselves today. I had always
told people that we were sitting on a time
bomb and I think I even shared this with
Jimmy and Bre the day we sat in the
Majengo slum. We have had millions of
children that today are adults bred, born
in absolute poverty. They have become
parents in the same conditions. They are
aware of the unfair distribution of
resources and yet we want them to
behave as responsible people. How
foolish can we be?

They have nothing to lose. When they kill
somebody while robbing them, it’s
nothing for them. Their own children die
everyday from hunger. How should we
expect them to feel for us? We have
ignored them, told me them they don’t
matter, and now we think they should be
responsible. Something is very wrong
with our thinking. All of us. And hence,
we will pay for injustices we have
committed against God's children, all
created in His image. Maybe we didn’t
participate in corruption, but we have
been silent because it was them and not
us. Today, I hope we realize that there is
no “them.” We are all united and one
people and what affects them, will
eventually affect me and my family. We
are waiting for things to go back to
normal without realizing that normality is
a lie, and a few years from today, we will
have another eruption, probably bigger,
unless we address the underlying issues
of justice, fair distribution of resources,
and treat all people in a dignified
manner.
Finally Doug, we are truly pretenders of
the worst kind, as a church and country,
and as a people. In this country, 500
people die every day from HIV related
issues (no ARV's provided). Children
under 5 years die daily out of poverty
related diseases. Young men are shot
by police every day as they are involved
in crimes due to lack of opportunities and
poverty.

NO ONE SAYS A THING. WE READ 
THE STORIES, AND THEY ARE JUST 

STORIES. WE NEVER ASK 
OURSELVES QUESTIONS: WHY 

DOES THIS HAPPEN IN THE  LAND?
So, today, my prayer is that we will wake
up to who we are called to be in the
Church and we will take our place. We
will be followers of the Lord Jesus Christ,
warriors for Him, not just comfortable
people who pretend to love God and yet
don't love our neighbour. Hope this is
not too blunt and that you can
understand some of the ways I deeply
need prayers for my self and others in
the Nation. Thank you for being my
friend and I am privileged to be able to
share with you in honesty and love.

Blessings,
Kyambi LORD HEAR 
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I will not say that I have been worst hit but some of
Our Kenyan Kids partners have been badly hit. We
supply selenium to people who live far away from
Nairobi namely Elizabeth (who with the help of the
Lord is going to get hers tomorrow) and Njeri and her
husband who call nearly every week since they ran
out of the supplement. Mary Syokau who lives in
Kariobangi in which the fights have taken deep roots,
has not been heard from yet. Ann, who has to travel
three hours to get to Nairobi to attend her clinic has
had her clinic appointment rescheduled for three
months from now to allow for things to cool down.
Mary, who lives at least four and a half hours from
Nairobi, hasn’t gotten her selenium until recently and
has her daughter, Riziki to also worry about. All these
individuals are HIV positive, people whose lives have
been changed by the introduction of selenium but due
to the problems have not been able access it.
Apart from this, as a family we have lost a person
who was living with us for 14 years as a tenant. He
had to go home due to threats that their house would
be torched. He is now a refugee and lives in a
servant house on one of his friend’s compounds, as
he has to go to work and his kids have to go to
school. His whole life is here in Nairobi.
Apart from these, there is a mixture of seven Kenyans
at the Nairobi Children’s Home who are directly under
the Our Kenyan Kids umbrella and are still safe. It
has come to a point where everyone has fear of the
other. It is evident in the way they talk; it is not their
fault, but rather the psychological games that the
leaders are playing on them.
I would however like to assure our Canadian family
that the prayers that they have put forward to God for
us have done wonders. We are all safe. We are fine
and there is more hope after Mr. Raila said that he is
no longer interested in the presidency. We are happy
and thankful to you for the love and care that you
have shown through your concerns questions and
prayers. I would like to invite all those who have
further worries or questions to direct them to Pastor
Dad (Doug) or directly to me and I will be happy to
answer them and put all your fears to rest.

Your prayers have done wonders,

Sammy

I would like to say that though we have seen
and heard unimaginable acts, we are fine and
hope to continue being better. I send this
letter of assurance to all, with the love that
was given to us free by the Lord God. As I
write this, Kenya is returning to normalcy and
we can smell the familiar and missed scent of
peace after that of death, fear and uncertainty.
Catherine was and still is tense about the
situation. These are her exact words, “All
seems well but we still have this feeling that
things are not ok. The people in the Kenya
Agricultural Research Institute [a government
institute next door to Nairobi Children’s Home]
were chased out and 80% of the people
working at the flower farms in Naivasha have
gone into hiding or back [to their] home. So
far, Getathuru Remand and our organisation,
[the government centres] which deal with kids
are the only ones which have not been
affected. However we think and have heard
rumours they are planning something for us.”
Because of this she hopes that the security
guards and other security measures in and
around the home are adequate.
Due to the skirmishes, the number at the
children’s home has increased and there are
signs that it might rise further as the number of
children who have lost or cannot find their
parents becomes known. On another side she
fears for her own family, as her son studies
away from home, and her other children all go
to school with kids from various places. She
hopes for the best.
Eunice will always have the memories of the
clashes. She is working in a salon where the
main clients are white people and those
people who can afford to pay higher charges.

She was sent home, being an employee, for only
four or five days prior to when the problems
occurred. The clients who need their services
have since disappeared into thin air, some abroad
and others just lost.
Eunice and a friend had to spend a night at
Catherine’s home when the fights and the threats
were too close to home. We were too scared to
have them sleep at home and there were patrols
at the home so it was relatively safe.
Simon: I have never seen my brother so scared in
my life. He likes coming in at night but that night
he heard trouble very near home - a five minutes
drive - where a man who had declined the offer to
quietly go 'home' had his son chopped to 'convince
him‘. This upset Simon greatly. He lost one of his
friends, who had to go home after living nearby for
over 15 years. Chances of him getting a job in the
field of study he went to school for have slimmed,
but prospects are widening as the fights are
subsiding. He lives in fear just like the rest of us
who are affected every time we hear rumours.
Rachel works in the place where they had the
fights. She was one of the people who were
directly affected as she had to find somewhere to
sleep. Working with the other tribes has landed
her into hearing scary and arrogant statements
about who is superior in Kenya. In her work place,
the hospital, there are tribal divides. In some
places it is so extreme that the members of a
community have to wait until the members of a
certain or different origin have been attended to.
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A Heart Felt Message
Sammy’s Family & Nairobi Children’s Home

KAWANGWARE TAILORING PROJECT.
Richard is well, he was in Nairobi for the
weekend - flown in by Red Cross from Eldoret.
He was here from Thursday last week till
Tuesday. He had come to be with his family,
and they are all fine. Monica has been having
migraine headaches because she has really
been thinking hard about the current political
situation and if business will ever be as usual.
She has been taking medication for it, and I
advised her to take all her worries to the Lord in
prayer. The threat for them to move was not
given to Monica, but it was leaflets that were
dropped in the streets of Kawangware that were
warning a particular community to pack up and
leave or else. The police got word that this had
happened and the security around the area was
beefed up and the threat was not carried
through. They are safe for now and Richard has
said, after consultations with the elders of the
area, he has lived there for too long he will not
move. The school had been closed because the
students are not coming due to security
concerns; however there have been six who
have been coming on a regular basis. So they
have been opening the school for the six
students. Their shop has also been operational
with six machines. They have all other machines,
including the industrial machines, in a safe place.
The materials in the shop have also been
moved. They are working as the work comes, but
they are complaining that it has been slow.
TOTOWEZA TRUST
They are all well; all our students are back in
school. We do not have any students who school
in the clash torn areas, save one, Irshad
Mohammed and he is fine. The trustees of
TOTOWEZA are also fine and thanking the Lord
that our students were not badly affected.

HOPE HOUSE BABIES HOME
They are fine and have been well since the post
election violence began. There has been no attack on
them and the children are well. The only troubles they
have been experiencing are that their staff reported
late because they were in the affected areas, and the
local donors have not been coming over to give their
financial support.
PARTNERS FOR LIFE
Elizabeth tells me all the PLWA's are fine. No one
has come to tell us of any problem but we have been
checking on them, although they stay in the slums.
Deep Sea was not affected by the violence – Stephen
is okay. Fredrick reported back to school in January
and has been there since. His school is in an area
where there has been no post election violence.
Elizabeth with her nuclear family are fine. Part of her
extended family were in the clash torn area, a place
called Molo, and they have been displaced. The
family was a bit shaken but they are fine now.
PAULINE NGUNJIRI
She reported back to school on the 14th of January,
2008 and has been ok since. The school is a safe
location and theirs is business as usual.
EMMAH KANG'ETHE
She too is well. She has been thanking God for every
new day that she sees. The violence has not hurt her
as she stays in an area that the dominant community
is from her side so she is not affected. Her husband
and children are okay.
ST. JOHN'S AMBULANCE, EMBU
Since the project is in Eastern province, they have not
been affected at all by the post election crisis; they all
speak the same language and thus are living together
in harmony. The projects are going on as usual.
Some supplies are taking too long to get to them. In
Nairobi they are busy assisting the internally
displaced people. The affected volunteers were the

ones who were in the clash torn areas but
they are also fine for now.
NGIGI NJOROGE
Well it has been hard for my family; the post
election violence affected us in a major way.
My wife's parents had a shop in an area
where the worst violence occurred,
Kakamega. They had their place of business
and only source of livelihood torched to the
ground by arsonists. They were quite
fortunate that they lived near the State
House and that is what saved their home
from being also torched. They started
getting threats to vacate, as they were from a
different community, and they felt the best
option was to relocate away from that area.
We had to hire two trucks to move their
things from Kakamega, 500+kms to Nairobi.
They are now in a new house that they have
rented that will hold them for now. We have
talked to our friends to help us with what they
can; some are giving us money for rent,
others are giving us dry food stuffs, others
vegetables, and others clothes for the
younger children. For now they are safe and
we are praying that the mediations that are
currently taking place will finally end all that
is happening in the country, so that people
can count their losses and begin to see how
we will recover from this, if that is possible.
Thank you all for the prayers and support
that you are giving us. We cannot say it
enough. We believe we shall come out of
this.
Regards,

Ngigi

A Message of Hope
Updates on Our Kenyan Kids Partners
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